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Foreword... 


HIS book, in the idea of the author, is intended as an 
appropriate gift book — especially a Christmas gift 
book — and as a series of prepared Christmas sermons 
for busy priests. It contains the Christmas story as found 
in the various Evangelists, and seventeen sermons actually 
preached throughout the years, with some modifications 
especially to avoid overlappings. To some extent the sermon 
form has been deliberately retained, but it is hoped that the 
sermons have been sufficiently adapted for ordinary reading. 
It is the fond hope of the author that it may make the 
Christmas story, and what it implies, better known to both 
Catholics and non-Catholics, and by so doing, bring them 
closer to God and to His Son, Jesus Christ. Pictures cover- 
ing the life of Christ have been chosen to make the matter 
more vivid and real. May the book go forth with the bless- 


ing of this same Christ upon it! 
{JOHN J. SWINT 


Bishop of Wheeling 
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“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.” 
(Lk. 1:28) 


+s OW in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 

from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the 
house of David, and the vir gin’s name was Mary. And 
when the angel had come to her, he said, ‘Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among 
women. When she had heard him she was troubled at 
his word, and kept pondering what manner of greeting 
this might be. And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for thou hast found grace with God. 
Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring 
forth a Son; and thou shalt call His name Jesus. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High; 
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of David 
His father, and He shall be king over the house of Jacob 
forever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.’ But 
Mary said to the angel: ‘How shall this happen, since I 
do not know man? And the angel answered and said 
to her, ‘The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee and the 
power of the Most High shall overshadow thee; and 
therefore the Holy One to be born shall be called the 
Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, thy kinswoman, 
also has conceived a son in her old age, and she who 
was called barren is now in her sixth month; for nothing 
shall be impossible with God.’ But Mary said, ‘Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me according 
to thy word’ And the angel departed from her” 
(L&, 1:26-38). 
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“Now the origin of Christ was in this wise. When 
Mary His mother had been betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found to be with child by 
the Holy Spirit. But Joseph her husband, being a just 
man, and not wishing to expose her to reproach, was 
minded to put her away privately. But while he 
thought on these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
Appeared to him in a dream, saying: ‘Do not be afraid, 
Joseph, son of David, to take to thee Mary thy wife, 
for that which 1s begotten in her 15 of the Holy S pari. 
And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call 
His name Jesus; for He shall save His people from 
their sins.’...So Joseph, arising from sleep, did as 
the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and took 
unto him his wife. And he did not know her till she 
brought forth her fustborn Son. And he called His 
name Jesus” (Matt. 1:18-25). 

“Now in those days Mary arose and went with 
haste into the hill country, to a town of Juda. And 
she entered the house of Zachary and saluted Elizabeth. 
And it came to pass, when Elizabeth heard the greet- 
ing of Mary, that the babe in her womb leapt. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and cried 
out with aloud voice, saying, ‘Blessed art thou among 
women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb! And how 
have I deserved that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For behold, the moment that the sound 
of thy greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb 


leapt for joy. And blessed is she who has believed, 
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because the things promised her by the Lord shall be 
accomplished,’ 

“And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and 
my Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 

“Because He hath regarded the lowliness of His 
handmaid ; for, behold, henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed; 

"Because He who 1s mighty has done great things 


Dh) 


for me, and holy is His name.... 


(LB. 1:39-49) 


“Now it came to pass in those days, that a decree 
went forth from Caesar Augustus that a census of the 
whole world should be taken....And Joseph also 
went from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth into 
Judea to the town of David, which is called Bethle- 
hem — because he was of the house and family of 
David — to register, together with Mary his espoused 
wife, who was with child. And it came to pass while 
they were there, that the days for her to be delivered 
were fulfilled. And she brought forth her fustborn 
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn. And there were shepherds in the same dis- 
trict living in the fields and keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
by them and the glory of God shone round about them, 
and they feared exceedingly. And the angel said to 
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them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy which shall be to all the people; for 
today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to 
you, who is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
to you: you will find an Infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger’ And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God tn the highest, 
and on earth peace among men of good will. And it 
came to pass, when the angels had departed from them 
into heaven, that the shepherds were saying to one 
another, ‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” So they went with haste, and they found 
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in the manger. 
And when they had seen, they understood what had 
been told them concerning this Child. And all who 
heard marveled at the things told them by the shep- 
herds. But Mary kept in mind all these things, ponder- 
ing them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard 
and seen, even as it was Spoken to them” (LR. 2:1-20). 

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
in the days of King Herod, behold, Magi came from 
the East to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He that is born 
king of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the 
East and have come to worship Him.’ But when King 
Herod heard this, he was troubled, and so was all 
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Jerusalem with him. And gathering together all the 
chief priests and Scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ was to be born. And they said 
to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus it is written 
by the prophet, “And thou, Bethlehem, of the land of 
Juda, art by no means least among the princes of 
Juda; for from thee shall come forth a Leader who 
shall rule My people Israel.”’ Then Herod summoned 
the Magi secretly, and carefully ascertained from them 
the time when the star had appeared to them. And 
sending them to Bethlehem, he said, ‘Go and make 
careful inquiry concerning the Child, and when you 
have found Him, bring me word, that I too may go 
and worship Him.’ Now they, having heard the king, 
went their way. And behold, the star that they had 
seen in the East went before them, until it came and 
stood over the place where the Child was. And when 
they saw the star they rejoiced exceedingly. And en- 
tering the house, they found the Child with Mary His 
mother, and falling down they worshiped Him. And 
opening their treasures they offered Him gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they went back to their own 
country by another way’ (Matt. 2:1-13). 


UCH is the old and ever new Christmas story. Even 
from a literary point of view, it is the most beautiful 

story ever written. But the best of it is that it is true. It 
tells the story of the greatest event that ever took place — 
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more marvelous, more stupendous even than the creation of 
the universe. It tells the story of the Incarnation of the Son 
of God; of God taking upon Himself our human nature; 
of the great miracle of God’s love for us. What can we do 
but fall down with the lowly shepherds and with the Wise 
Men to adore Him! What but sing in our hearts with the 
holy angels: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men of good will!” 
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‘Today. ..a Saviour has been born to you, who is 


Christ the Lord.” (Lk, 2:11) 


E ARE gathered here tonight to celebrate again the 
most momentous event that ever took place upon this 
earth, the birth of the Son of God. 

That the New Testament, especially in the Gospels, 
gives us a faithful record of the life and teachings of Christ 
there can be no reasonable doubt. Whatever some may 
think concerning the inspiration of the Scriptures, the 
Gospels are at least reliable history. The writers fulfil all 
the requirements of trustworthy historians. They were in 
a position to know, and they told truthfully what they knew. 
They wrote concerning things with which those around 
them were familiar, and they would have been called to 
task quickly if they had misrepresented the facts. There 
are no historical records that have been put to a more severe 
test, and none that have stood the test more successfully. 
What Christ, therefore, is represented as having said, He 
most certainly did say. 

Now the Gospels tell us that Christ repeatedly claimed 
to be “the Son of God.” He did not claim to be merely “‘a 
son of God” as any good and holy person might be called a 
son of God, but He claimed to be the Son of God in a sense 
that truly made Him God, and it was in that sense that His 
claim was understood. 

Take the instance in the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew. Christ is with His disciples. He 
begins to ask them: ‘Who do men say the Son of Man 1s?” 
They answer: “Some say, John the Baptist; and others, Elias; 
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and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” Then Jesus 
said to them: “But who do you say that I am?” Peter an- 
swered: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
And Christ said to him: “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed this to thee, but My 
Father in heaven.’’ Now if Christ was a mere man, or the 
Son of God in the sense in which any holy person might be 
called the son of God, why the question? And when Peter 
declares that He is “the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
He says to him: ‘Flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
thee, but My Father in heaven.” It required no special 
revelation from heaven to tell him that Christ was a good 
and holy man. He knew that from his own observations 
and his contact with Him. But to tell him that He was the 
Son of God in the sense in which He used the words, re- 
quired a special revelation from the Father. 

Or we have the instance of Christ before the Jewish 
Sanhedrin (Matt. 26). Many false witnesses were called in 
and their testimonies did not agree. Then the Jewish priest 
arose and put the question straight to Christ Himself: “Art 
Thou the Christ, the Son of God?” He even put Him 
under oath: “I adjure Thee by the living God that Thou 
tell us whether Thou art the Christ, the Son of God.” 
Christ answered: ‘““Thou hast said it’; the Jewish way of 
saying, “I am.” His words were not misunderstood. The 
priest rent his garment and exclaimed: ‘He has _ blas- 
phemed; what further need have we of witnesses? Behold, 
now you have heard the blasphemy.”’ Where would be the 
blasphemy if Christ claimed to be the Son of God in the 
sense in which any good Jew could claim to be the son, or a 
son, of God — in the sense in which this very priest doubt- 
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less would have claimed to be a son of God? The Jews 
plainly understood that He claimed to be the Son of God 
in a sense that truly made Him God. 

Then we have Christ a prisoner before Pilate. “We 
have a Law,” they said to Him, ‘“‘and according to that Law 
He must die, because He has made Himself Son of God” 
(Jn. 19:7). They would have Him judged and condemned 
under the Jewish law against blasphemy. They understood, 
therefore, very well that He claimed to be the Son of God 
in a sense that made Him God. And rather than put any 
other meaning on His claim, He allowed Himself to be 
taken to Calvary and to die upon the cross. So we can truly 
say that He died in defense of the doctrine of His own 
Divinity. 

But He went even a step farther: He claimed to be “‘one 
with the Father.” In the tenth chapter of the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. John we find Him saying: “For this reason the 
Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may 
take it up again. No man takes it from Me, but I lay it 
down of Myself. I have the power to lay it down, and I 
have the power to take it up again” (vv. 17-18). Who but 
God could say that? They ask Him: “If Thou art the Christ, 
tell us openly.” He replies: “I tell you and you do not 
believe.” And He continues: “My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them and they follow Me. And I give them 
everlasting life.’ He does not say: “God will give them 
everlasting life,” but “/ give them everlasting life.’ Who 
but God could say that? Then He identifies His hand with 
that of the Father, and ends by saying: “I and the Father 
are one.” He has indeed spoken plainly and His words are 
not misunderstood. The Jews take up stones to stone Him; 
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and when He asks: “For which of these works do you 
stone Me?”, they answer: “Not for a good work do we 
stone Thee, but for blasphemy, and because Thou, being 
a man, makest Thyself God.” 

We have another instance in the fourteenth chapter of 
the Gospel according to St. John. Christ speaks, as He so 
often did, of God as His Father. He declares: “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life.” Then Philip, one of the 
Twelve, says to Him: “Lord, show us the Father and it 1s 
enough for us.” Jesus answers, “Have I been so long a time 
with you, and you have not known Me? Philip, he who 
sees Me sees also the Father. How canst thou say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? Dost thou not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father in Me?” “I am in the Father and 
the Father in Me... he who sees Me sees also the Father.” 
He is one; the Father another. Yet They are one: there is 
only one God. They are one, therefore, in nature but two 
in person. Christ was truly God, the second Person of the 
Trinity, in the form of man. 

There are many other proofs of Christ’s Divinity. A 
multitude of books have been written on the matter. There 
is overwhelming evidence for those who are openminded, 
and who are really looking for the truth. The trouble is 
that so many come to the study of Christ’s Divinity with 
their minds made up beforehand, or they entirely ignore the 
facts. If Christ be not God, in face of His claims and of 
His whole life, He is one or the other of two things: He is 
either the greatest impostor and blasphemer the world has 
ever known, pawning Himself off as God while He knew 
that He was merely a man; or else He was a monomaniac, 
obsessed with the idea that He was God. Both of these 
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alternatives are absolutely incompatible with His known 
and acknowledged character. Even those who deny His 
Divinity are compelled to acknowledge Him the wisest and 
holiest of men. So if you deny the Divinity of Christ, you 
offer the scientific world for explanation a palpable con- 
tradiction, a being a thousand times more difficult to under- 
stand and explain than a God-man. You have a real, living 
being who is at the same time supreme wisdom and good- 
ness and the world’s greatest impostor and blasphemer, or 
one so stupid as to mistake his own identity. The only rea- 
sonable and scientific explanation is that Christ was really 
what He claimed to be, the Son of God in the unique sense 
that really made Him God. 

Is it not strange that now after two thousand years there 
should still be men and women who question or deny the 
Divinity of Christ? It is a frightful indictment of mankind. 
For those who have not had the opportunity of knowing, 
there is excuse. But for the many who have had the oppor- 
tunity — how strange that they cannot or will not see! The 
very same persons, with practically no evidence, will believe 
that a piece of bone or a tooth found in some remote corner 
of the earth represents the missing link in their theory of the 
evolution of man from the lower animals; but they will not 
believe the Divinity of Christ on the most compelling evi- 
dence. The fault is not in the evidence, but in the will and 
heart of those who are called upon to believe. 

The Babe who was born on that first Christmas night 
was truly God, come upon earth in the form of man. He 
did not for one moment cease to be God. He had within 
Himself all that makes God God and that makes man man. 
He came to be our Saviour. No wonder the angels sang 
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in the heavens. No wonder a star appeared in the East, 
guiding the Wise Men to the place of His birth. Truly 
“the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14). 
“Today ...a Saviour has been born to you, who is Christ 


the Lord.” 


Il 
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“And the W ord was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 
(Jn. 1:14) 


Hee 


“And the Word was made flesh,and dwelt among us.” 


(In. 1:14) 


HOUGH Christmas day does not directly commem- 

orate the Incarnation of the Son of God, but rather 
His birth in Bethlehem, yet it directs our thoughts to the 
Incarnation, of which the Nativity was but the natural 
sequel. 

It is and ever has been the teaching of the Christian 
Church that Christ, who lived upon earth nearly two thou- 
sand years ago, who was born a helpless Babe in Bethlehem, 
who was adored by the shepherds and by the Wise Men 
from the East, and who in due time was to walk among 
men, teaching them, establishing His Church, and finally 
dying for them upon the cross, was true God and true man. 
He was the eternal God, consubstantial with the Father, 
the second Person of the Trinity, hypostatically (as we say) 
united with our human nature. He did not for a moment 
cease to be God. That would have been impossible. But 
He assumed our human nature in such a manner that He 
was at the same time God and man, the two natures being 
united under the one divine Personality. 

This fundamental Christian doctrine is fully and con- 
cisely expressed in the Athanasian Creed, composed about 
the end of the fourth century: “The right faith is that we 
believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is God and man. God of the substance of the Father, 
begotten before the ages; and man of the substance of His 
Mother, born in time. Perfect God and perfect man, sub- 
sisting of a rational soul and human flesh. Equal to the 
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Father in respect to His Godhead, and inferior to the Father 
in His humanity. Who, though He be God and man, yet 
He is not two, but one Christ. One, not by the change of 
His Godhead (Divinity) into flesh, but by lifting up our 
humanity to God.” 

The Incarnation of the Son of God reveals to us many 
of the attributes of God. 

It reveals to us, first of all, the grandeur of God. God 
created all things for Himself — for His own glory. He is 
immeasurably glorified by this universe. We can hardly 
realize its greatness, its immensity and its perfection. The 
earth travels around the sun at the rate of 1,100 miles a 
minute. At the same time it turns on its axis at the rate of 
1,000 miles an hour. Other worlds are being carried around 
the sun at the terrific speed of 128,000 miles an hour, or 
more than 21,000 miles a minute. The entire solar system 
rushes through space at the rate of twelve miles a second. 
The diameter of the solar system is about forty billion 
miles. And yet it is estimated that it is only one of more 
than one hundred million such systems, some probably 
much larger than the solar system. The very immensity of 
it all baffles our comprehension; and yet it all moves with 
perfect harmony and the utmost precision; and this has been 
going on, they tell us, for millions of years. Does not this 
give us some idea of the grandeur of God, who planned it 
all, who brought it into being and every moment keeps it 
in operation? Truly, God is glorified in His works. 

But this was not enough. His grandeur called for an 
even greater manifestation. He then created the living 
things upon the earth, with all their varied wonders. And 
lastly He created man, to His own image and likeness — 
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man, who could contemplate, and to some extent at least, 
appreciate, His greatness and His glory, and offer Him a 
free and intelligent worship. 

But even this was not the most He could do. He now 
did the almost unbelievable thing. He had His only- 
begotten Son assume our human nature, so that in Him God 
and man might be united to give Him a glory such as only 
a God-man could give. 

The Incarnation manifests and proves the wisdom of 
God. There are two things which God desires above all 
else: a glory worthy of His majesty and our eternal salva- 
tion. How can He best attain these ends? Surely, in no 
better way than through the Incarnation, whereby He re- 
ceives that glory which only a God-man could give Him, 
and we receive redemption and ample means of personal 
sanctification and salvation. The Incarnation gives us also 
the strongest possible motive to labor earnestly for our 
sanctification and salvation. God will not save us against 
our will or without our co-operation. What could be better 
calculated to win our good will and co-operation than the 
immense love shown us by God in the Incarnation of His 
divine Son? ‘For God so loved the world,” says St. John, 
“that He gave His only-begotten Son, that those who believe 
in Him may not perish, but may have life everlasting” 
(3:16). And again in the first of his Epistles he says: “He 
has first loved us, and sent His Son a propitiation for our 
sins” (4:10). History proves that there is no stronger mo- 
tive for the love of God and for the sanctification of our 
souls than this love which God has first shown us. It was 
this that gave strength to the martyrs to suffer and die. It is 
this that gives inspiration and power to hundreds of thou- 
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sands of men and women, in every century, to renounce all 
that the world holds dear, and bind themselves by the vows 
of religion to the exclusive service of God and their fellow 
men. 

The Incarnation teaches us the Aoliness of God. God 
might have condoned man’s sins: He might have granted a 
free pardon without requiring anything on our part. Or 
He might have been satisfied with such meager and partial 
reparation as the sinner himself could make by works of 
penance. He might have raised up some extraordinary 
being, man or angel, and accepted for the entire race such 
satisfaction and reparation as he could make. But all this 
would have been inadequate. Sin is an offense against the 
infinite God and calls for an infinite reparation. Only an 
incarnate God could make such an infinite reparation. The 
Incarnation shows us that God was not satisfied with any- 
thing less than a full and adequate reparation, and thus 
attests His supreme holiness. 

The Incarnation is a most wonderful manifestation of 
God’s mercy. How little man deserved that mercy! From 
the very garden of Eden all down the ages the history of man 
has been one of stubborn resistance against God. Farther 
and farther he drifted away from his Creator till he actu- 
ally lost almost all knowledge of Him. He gave himself 
up to the worship of false gods in the many forms of 
paganism throughout the world, even to the very worship 
of devils. Pride, voluptuousness, love of riches, love of 
self ruled the earth. Man was created to know, love and 
serve God; but he ignored God, or forgot Him, and dis- 
graced, often in a beastly manner, even the human nature 
which God had given him. 
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Even the Jews, His chosen people, had fallen away from 
Him time and time again, and became little better than the 
pagans round about them. “Brood of vipers,” said John the 
Baptist to their leaders who came to the Jordan to see him, 
“who has shown you how to flee from the wrath to come?” 
(Matt. 3:7). And Christ said of them: “The father from 
whom you are is the devil...” (Jn. 8:44). He had every 
reason to be totally disgusted with mankind. Once before 
He was disgusted. He repented, as the Scripture says, of 
having ever made man, and decided to destroy him, except 
Noe and his family, whom He saved in the ark. How He 
had pleaded with them! How He had again and again 
taken them by the hand and raised them up out of their 
misery and degradation! How He had smitten them, to 
bring them back to their senses and to a realization of what 
was for their own good! Will He not now cast them off, 
finally and forever? Far from it. He will still have mercy. 
He will actually Himself, in the second Person of the 
Trinity, come down from heaven, become a tiny, helpless 
Babe laid in a manger; He will teach us — live our life, 
to show us how to live — and He will die for us. He will 
leave nothing undone that even God could do, to save us, 
to win our love, short of depriving us of our human liberty. 

And, of course, the Incarnation is the great manifesta- 
tion of God’s Jove. How does one prove his love? By be- 
stowing gifts and favors on the one he loves. God called 
us out of nothingness into being. He made us the most 
perfect beings upon earth. He endowed us with most won- 
derful gifts of mind and body. He gave us an immortal 
soul, made to His own image and likeness, and destined to 
possess Him and to be happy with Him forever in heaven. 
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He made us the masters of all His creatures upon earth. 
“Thou hast made him a little less than the angels,” says the 
Psalmist, “Thou hast crowned him with glory and honor: 
and hast set him over the works of Thy hands” (Ps. 8:6). 
But all this did not satisfy His love. There was one other 
thing He could do, the almost unbelievable, almost un- 
imaginable thing. He could give Himself. He gave Him- 
self, in the Person of Christ, in Bethlehem, on Calvary; and 
He continues to give Himself in perhaps a still more won- 
derful way in the Holy Eucharist, in which He remains 
with us, dwells in our very midst, not in one place upon 
earth, but on tens of thousands of altars throughout the 
world, to hear us, to bless us, to plead for us, to continue to 
offer Himself, by the hands of His priests, in sacrifice for 
us, and to be the very food of our souls in Holy Communion. 
All this became possible and was accomplished because of 
the Incarnation. 

Ah, could we only appreciate the great gift of God that 
came to us on that first Christmas night! What a dreary 
earth this would be if Christ had not come! What a dreary 
earth it was before He came! What a dreary place it is even 
today where Christ, where Nazareth and Bethlehem, are 
still unknown! Our hearts should, therefore, be literally 
carried away with joy and gratitude at this Christmas sea- 
son. “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
And we saw His glory — glory as of the Only-begotten of 
the Father — full of grace and truth.” “But to as many as 
received Him He gave the power of becoming sons of 
God" (Jn. 1314312). 


IV 
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“And entering the house, they found the Child with Mary 
Ais mother.” 
(Matt. 2:11) 


| Lae 


“Today ...a Saviour has been born to you... .” 


(Lk. 2:11) 


MAY distinguish three kinds of Christmases. The 

first is that of the smiling merchant watching the 
crowds of customers who throng his store to make their 
Christmas purchases. Christmas for him is a time of thriv- 
ing business and larger dividends. It is the commercial 
Christmas. 

The second presents a cozy room in the corner of which 
stands a Christmas tree. On the floor in the center of the 
room, playing with their toys, is a group of small chil- 
dren. About a table sit a number of grown-ups undoing 
Christmas packages and reading greetings, pleasure writ- 
ten on their faces. This is the social Christmas. 

The third brings us to a cave which is used as a stable. 
There in the manger, upon a bed of straw, lies a newborn 
Babe. There also, lost in wonder and in profound con- 
templation, are Mary the Mother and Joseph her spouse. 
There are the lowly shepherds from the hillside, who have 
been directed by an angel to come and see the marvelous 
thing that had taken place. This is the religious and really 
Christian Christmas. It is to celebrate this Christmas that 
we are gathered here tonight. 

We are celebrating here tonight the greatest event that 
ever took place upon earth. It is the climax of human 
history. Up to that time everything was directed to it. 
Since then everything reverts back to it. It is the birthday 
of the Saviour of the world. 
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It is more than the birthday of the Saviour of the world. 
That Babe lying there in the manger 1s the very Son of 
God Himself, the second Person of the Trinity become man. 
“She was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit,” says 
St. Matthew (1:18). And the angel said to Joseph: “Do 
not be afraid, Joseph, son of David, to take to thee Mary 
thy wife, for that which is begotten in her is of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matt. 1:20). In the Gospel according to St. Luke 
we find the angel of God saying to Mary: “Behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring forth a Son; 
and thou shalt call His name Jesus. He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of David His father, and 
He shall be king over the house of Jacob forever; and of 
His kingdom there shall be no end” (1:31-33). And St. 
John could say of Him: “The Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among Us) (A). 

There is only one God. The Jews, at the time of Christ 
and long before, believed firmly that there is only one God. 
Christ confirmed that belief. You never find Him speak- 
ing of gods, but of God. He frequently spoke of God as 
His Father, therefore as a Personality distinct from Him- 
self. At the same time He Himself claimed to be God, and 
proved that claim beyond the possibility of reasonable 
doubt. He also speaks of a third Person, the Holy Ghost, 
who is likewise God. So while there is but one God, in 
one respect God is three; and the nearest idea we can form 
of this threeness in God is personality. So we speak of it 
as three Persons in the one God. We make no attempt to 
fathom the mystery: it is beyond our comprehension. But 
we accept the fact unhesitatingly on the authority of God, 
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who has revealed it to us. It was this second Person of the 
Trinity in God that took upon Himself our human nature 
and was born into the world that first Christmas night. 

We are gathered here tonight to profess our faith in 
this sublime mystery, and to show some appreciation of this 
almost unbelievable act of divine condescension. 

We join with the more than three hundred millions 
of our fellow Catholics throughout the world, and with 
the millions of non-Catholic Christians who believe in 
Christ as God. We solemnly renew our profession of faith 
in the Trinity in God, the Divinity of Christ, the Virgin 
Birth, the atoning power of Christ’s blood; in the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures, and in all the truths which 
Jesus Christ taught us. 

We are not “troubled,” as were the people of Jerusalem 
when His birth was announced to them by the Wise Men 
from the East. With the angels and the shepherds, with 
Mary and Joseph, we rejoice at His coming. We proclaim 
to the world anew the birth of the Saviour. We do not 
shut our hearts against Him, as the doors of Bethlehem 
were shut against Him at His coming. There is room for 
Him in our hearts, and we welcome Him with love and 
thanksgiving. 

Oh, if the world would only recognize Christ as its 
Saviour! If men would only enthrone Him as the King of 
their hearts! His teaching is absolute truth. He ts the “light 
of the world.” Unfortunately His light still “shines in dark- 
ness and the darkness does not comprehend it.” What have 
we to fear from science, or reason, or the speculations of 
the human mind? Should these conflict with the teaching 
of Christ, we would know they are wrong — that they give 
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us neither science nor truth. Fair investigation invariably 
proves that we are right. 

He lays down for us the principles of morality, that 
mean for us the truest happiness here and now, and guaran- 
tee our blessedness in the life to come. It is only Christ’s 
teaching and His principles of life that can renovate and 
save the individual or save society. All other remedies must 
fail, for Christ is the Saviour of the world. 

Here tonight we celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, in which, upon our altar, by His power and through 
the instrumentality of His priest, He again, as it were, 
becomes incarnate. He is again born, as really though in 
a different manner, as He was in Bethlehem almost two 
thousand years ago. Most of you will receive Him in Holy 
Communion, in which He comes to you to be spiritually 
reborn in your souls. Let Him be truly your Saviour. Let 
Him reign in you as the King of your minds and your hearts 
and your whole being. No greater blessing can I wish you 
on this Christmas night. 


V 
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Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, according to 
Thy word, in peace; because my eyes have seen Thy salvation.” 


(Lk. 2:29-30) 


Nie. 


“Glory to God in the highest. and on earth peace 


among men of good will.” (Lk. 2:14) 


E ARE living in a very disturbed and unsettled world. 
Right here in our own country, wealth is still in the 
hands of relatively few in spite of the strenuous efforts that 
have been made to curtail it. Big business is making larger 
profits than ever over and above taxes and all other expenses. 
Prices are going higher and higher. Notwithstanding the 
great rise in wages, costs in most instances have risen even 
more. In many cases the laboring man is actually worse off 
than he was ten or twelve years ago when wages were much 
lower. Probably about thirty percent of our families still 
receive far less than what is considered the minimum for 
decent living according to our American standards. 

When we pass to other lands, we find things even worse; 
in comparison with them, we are living in an earthly para- 
dise. In most instances poverty, hunger and actual starva- 
tion stalk the land. Many people are almost in despair. 
There is little hope for the future. 

There is still greater unrest in the political world, or the 
world of government. Cabinets are falling, or holding their 
positions by the narrowest margins. One hardly knows 
from day to day what will happen. There are uprisings, 
revolutions, killings; and in addition to all else, the dark, 
overhanging threat of Communism. There are arrests and 
trials and executions of political opponents, for no other 
reason than that they are opponents. In many countries it 
is dangerous for anyone to hold a high, responsible or public 
position. Lying and deceit have been reduced to a science 
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and are freely used as political weapons, and by the arbitrary 
use of a veto power, all efforts even for a just peace are 
being obstructed. 

There is great disturbance in the intellectual world. 
There is the wildest kind of speculation concerning the 
most elementary things. The wilder the idea, the better it 
seems to take. There is no stability or unity of thought even 
concerning the meaning and aim of life itself. With all 
our compulsory education, our colleges and universities, 
and the millions upon millions of dollars annually spent, 
people’s minds seem never to have been more muddled than 
today. The very criterions of truth are being challenged. 
In the name of reason, as opposed to faith, reason itself is 
rejected as a certain guide to truth. There is no such thing 
as truth, they try to tell us: truth is merely relative. What 
is true today may be false tomorrow, and what is declared 
and held as false today may tomorrow be accepted as truth. 
We are simply drifting — groping for truth, but destined 
never to attain it, or to know for certain that we have it. 
It is chaos of thought, or as one has put it, it is “suicide of 
thought.” And all this is done in the name of an exceed- 
ingly vague thing they call science and freedom of thought. 


The latest development is chaos in the moral world. 
Time was when those outside the Catholic Church who 
claimed to be Christians, agreed with us fairly well on 
questions of morality. They recognized the moral law and 
held to definite standards of right and wrong. Now most 
of that is gone. There is no such thing, they say, as a fixed 
and unchangeable moral law. Morality is merely relative. 
What is right today may be wrong tomorrow, and what is 
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condemned as wrong today may be right tomorrow. The 
standard of morality is merely conventional; it is what the 
majority thinks or does. That is right which is most ex- 
pedient, or which best serves our individual interests or 
pleasures. Every man is a law unto himself; or the supreme 
law is what the majority does or wants. 

The world is desperately in need of a saviour, of a divine 
Saviour. Man, by himself or of himself, cannot remedy the 
world’s evils. Only God can rescue and deliver the world 
from the mess in which it is involved today. Unless it can 
find a divine Saviour it is doomed to utter destruction. 

Nearly two thousand years ago such a Saviour was born 
into the world. He lay upon the straw, as a little Child, in 
a stable in Bethlehem. Concerning this Child it was said: 
“Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring 
forth a Son; and thou shalt call His name Jesus. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High” 
(Lk. 1:31-32). And again: “That which is begotten in 
her is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name Jesus; for He shall save His 
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:20-21). The angels sang 
at His birth: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men of good will.” And to the shepherds the 
angel said: “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy which shall be to all the people; for today 
in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you, who 
is: Ghaist the Lotd’” (Lk 2710-11). 

Of this Child, grown to manhood, St. John said: “And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. And we 
saw His glory — glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father 
— full of grace and of truth.” “As many as received Him 
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He gave the power of becoming sons of God” (Jn. 1:14, 
12). And He proclaimed Himself, and proved Himself, 
“the way, and the truth, and the life” (Jn. 14:6). The 
Saviour was born, and He is no other than the Son of God 
Himself, the second Person of the Trinity in the form 
of man. 

Is it not strange that men will search everywhere else for 
a solution of their problems except in the one place where 
that solution can be found? Christ is the Saviour of the 
world, not only in the sense that He died for our sins and 
gave us the means of sanctification and salvation, but in the 
sense that He alone can bring peace, order and tranquility 
to this world. His teaching is supreme wisdom and abso- 
lute truth, and once we break away from that truth there 
can be nothing but futile groping in the dark; nothing but 
mental chaos. He is the “way,” and just as soon as we 
depart from that way, we are off the road to peace and hap- 
piness even in this life. The principles of morality He laid 
down are absolute and unchanging. What He declares 
wrong can never become right; what He declares right can 
never become wrong. He is the “life,” and apart from Him 
man is dead even while he lives. 

How quickly and how easily most of our problems 
would be solved if the world would only acknowledge and 
accept Christ as its Saviour! Would we, or could we, have 
our economic and industrial miseries if business were car- 
ried on on the principles of justice and charity laid down 
by Christ? Would there be almost unlimited accumulation 
of wealth in the hands of a few, with the grinding down to 
almost destitution of great masses of our people? Would 
there be oppression, political corruption, preparation for 
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wars, if men’s relations were governed by the principles of 
brotherhood and common humanity given us by Christ? 
Why will the world not give Christ and Christianity a trial? 
Why will they reject Christ, and push Him aside, as they 
rejected Him and pushed Him aside when He was actually 
here upon earth in the form of man? ‘He came unto His 
own, and His own received Him not” says St. John Clery). 
They did not receive Him then and they do not receive Him 
now. They will do it all themselves, no matter how often 
and how tragically they have failed. Christ may have no 
part or say in the management and government of His 
world. There seems to be no limit to the perversity of the 
human will. What more could God have done for us 
short of depriving us of our free will? That He will not do. 
Freedom of will is one of our most precious gifts. It is this 
that gives us our greatest dignity and worth as men. That 
and the intellect are what make us men and give us our 
human personality. Much, therefore, as we may abuse it, 
God will never deprive us of our free will — not even if 
we use it for our own destruction. But what more could 
God have done? He Himself came to be our Saviour. 
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth among 
men of good will.” Men of good will! That is the secret 
of it all. Men have not given God that good will. Let us 
at least, during this Christmas season, give Him our good 
will. Let us open our hearts wide to Him. Let us, in our 
own little way, and within our own little circle, make Christ 
live and reign upon earth. There is a peace that can come 
from God alone. No amount of material prosperity could 
give it to us, or anything that man of himself can do. Peace 
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with God: peace within our own souls. It is especially this 
peace which Christ brought into the world on the first 
Christmas night — to men of good will. 


Vi 
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“Arise, and take the Child and His mother, and flee into Egypt.” 
(Matt. 2:13) 


Noles 


“Blessed is she who has believed, because the things 


promised her by the Lord shall be accomplished.” 
(Lk. 1:45) 


Geo be to God tonight (Christmas night) for the 
peace and security of our Catholic faith! 

“The Lord Himself shall give you a sign,” said the 
prophet Isaias (7:14). “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a Son, and His name shall be called Emmanuel.” 
Emmanuel means “God with us.” St. Matthew in the first 
chapter of his Gospel says: “Now the origin of Christ was 
in this wise. When Mary His mother had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be 
with child by the Holy Spirit. But Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not wishing to expose her to reproach, 
was minded to put her away privately. But while he thought 
on these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Joseph, son of 
David, to take to thee Mary thy wife, for that which is 
begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring 
forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus; for He shall 
save His people from their sins’” (1:18-21). 

St. Luke goes somewhat more into detail: ‘“Now in the 
sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town 
of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the House of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And when the angel had come to her, he 
said, ‘Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women.’ When she had heard him she was 
troubled at his word, and kept pondering what manner of 
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greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, ‘Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for thou hast found grace with God. 
Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring 
forth a Son...,and He shall be called the Son of the 
Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne 
of David His father, and He shall be king over the house of 
Jacob forever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.’ 
But Mary said to the angel, ‘How shall this happen, since 
I do not know man?’ And the angel answered and said to 
her, ‘The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee and the power 
of the Most High shall overshadow thee; and therefore the 
Holy One to be born shall be called the Son of God’” 
(Lk. 1:26-36). 

Such is the story as it has been told and believed for 
two thousand years. For two thousand years it has been 
the hope and inspiration of the civilized world. Is it not 
strange, very strange, that now, after twenty centuries, 
men should arise, some of them even professing themselves 
Christians, who would challenge the truth of that story? 
Is it not strange that they would take a sort of fiendish 
delight in robbing others of their belief and of the inspira- 
tion that it has brought to them? Let it be the Virgin Birth, 
the Resurrection of Christ from the dead, the Divinity of 
Christ: it matters not. To touch one of these fundamental 
beliefs is to strike them all — and all Christianity. For the 
reason for believing one is reason for believing all. The 
reason for rejecting one is reason for rejecting all. 

The cause of the trouble is chiefly pride — intellectual 
pride. In their pride these men, first of all, imagine that 
they are the only ones who have really ever had brains. Yet 
scholars, the greatest scholars of these two thousand years, 
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in comparison with whom these modernists are mere intel- 
lectual pygmies, have unhesitatingly believed. The evidence 
that has brought the greatest minds of two thousand years 
to believe such a difficult doctrine as the Divinity of Christ, 
must be simply overwhelming; and so it is for those who are 
honest enough and humble enough to consider it. 


There is a certain amount of pride at the root of every 
sin; but one of the most subtle forms of pride is mental 
pride. It is that attitude of the human mind which thinks 
itself sufficient of itself to attain all truth; that attitude of 
the mind which sets itself up, even against the plain word 
of God, as the highest criterion of truth. It is the weak 
spot in our make-up. It was to this type of pride that the 
devil appealed in seducing Eve. “For God doth know,” he 
said to her, “that in what day soever you shall eat thereof 
[the forbidden fruit}, your eyes shall be opened: and you 
shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:5). 
They shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil! That is 
what did it — an appeal to their intellectual pride. 


Now what God wants is a humble and docile mind. 
“Woe to you that are wise in your own eyes,” exclaimed 
the prophet Isaias, “and prudent in your own conceits” 
(Is. 5:21). “I praise Thee, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth,” says Christ, praying to His Father, “that Thou didst 
hide these things from the wise [worldly wise} and pru- 
dent, and didst reveal them to little ones” (Matt. 11:25). 
And He tells us that unless we receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, we shall not enter into it (Mk. 10:15). 
St. Paul, quoting from Isaias, represents God as saying: “I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the prudence of 
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the prudent I will reject. Where is the wise man? Where 
is the scribe? Where is the disputant of this world? Has 
not God turned to foolishness the wisdom of this world?” 
(1 Cor. 1:19-20). 

God wants docility of mind. It was this that He prized 
in the faith of Noe. He bade Noe build the ark, giving him 
to understand that a great deluge was to engulf the earth. 
Noe did not know how this could be. The people laughed 
him to scorn: told him he was a fool. But God had spoken 
the word, and Noe proceeded to obey. 

It was docility of mind that God valued in the faith of 
Abraham. It was really a terrible thing that God com- 
manded Abraham to do: “Take thy only-begotten son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and go into the land of vision: 
and there thou shalt offer him for an holocaust upon one 
of the mountains which I will show thee” (Gen. 22:2). 
It must have seemed to him a frightful thing to do, and 
from the mere human point of view even a great crime. 
But God had spoken the word. He knew God was wiser 
than he, and infinitely just and good. And so he proceeded 
to obey. 

It was the lack of this ready obedience or docility of 
faith that God punished in Zachary, the father of St. John 
the Baptist (Lk. 1:20). It was this that was wanting in 
the doubting Thomas, who had abundant evidence that 
Christ had risen from the dead. He had the prophecies 
of Christ Himself, the testimony of Peter, of Magdalene 
and the other pious women, and of all the disciples who 
had seen Christ, spoken to Him and eaten with Him. The 
evidence was ample to convince any reasonable man. But 
Thomas was not a reasonable man. He had to see for him- 
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self: “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe” (Jn. 20:25). 

God wants humility. He wants a docile mind and a 
clean heart. 

Intellectual pride manifests itself especially in a refusal, 
when it comes to religion, to accept mysteries, or to believe 
what one cannot fully understand, or prove scientifically 
(as they say) to one’s complete satisfaction. Yet outside 
the domain of religion, these people unhesitatingly accept 
and believe all kinds of things they cannot fully under- 
stand. A grain of wheat is cast into the earth. Under cer- 
tain conditions of warmth and moisture it wakens into life. 
It puts forth the tiny blade, and in time grows into a sturdy 
plant and brings forth the new grain. How is this done? 
All the scientists in the world cannot tell you. They do tell 
you that it is by the life principle within the grain. But what 
is it? They cannot create it, or tell you what it is or whence 
it came. 

You plant side by side the seed of a maple, an oak and 
a beech. There is the same soil, the same moisture, the same 
sunshine. Everything ought to make them the same; yet 
one infallibly grows into a maple tree, another into an oak, 
the third into a beech. Why? Again you say, the principle 
of life. But what is it? Whence does it come? Who put 
it there? It is a great mystery. All nature round about us 1s 
filled with mysteries. There is very little we really under- 
stand. We get only little side-glimpses of things. And if 
this be true of the material world about us, which we can 
see, and feel and handle and analyze, is it not perfectly 
ridiculous to expect to understand everything, when it comes 
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to the study of the very nature of God Himself, and of 
those things that reveal the depth of His love for men? 

When it comes to things merely material, it is won- 
derful how far many of our modernists and so-called 
scientists will go in their credulity. They find somewhere 
deep in the earth an old tooth— some distance away, a 
piece of skull. There is absolutely no evidence that the 
two ever belonged even to the same being. But they build 
upon them an entirely imaginary creature, which they will 
thereupon foist on the world as the mzssing link. They be- 
lieve it; they solemnly write books about it. Yet on the 
best of evidence they refuse to submit their proud minds 
to the revealed truths of God. They are too proud to submit 
their minds to such mysteries as the Trinity, the Virgin 
Birth, the Incarnation, the Resurrection, even though these 
rest on the soundest evidence. They are too proud to admit 
that after the human mind has reached certain limits, it is, 
as it were, up against a solid wall, and entirely dependent 
upon the revelation of God for a knowledge of what is 
above and beyond. They approach religious truth with 
their minds made up beforehand, or simply refuse even to 
consider the evidence. 

Ah, what a pity! What a pity, too, that they do not rest 
satisfied in their own miserable unbelief, but will set them- 
selves up as teachers and leaders, and in these positions do 
their utmost to rob others of their faith! 

Thanks be to God, therefore, for our Catholic faith! 
For us there is no doubt, no wavering. We believe, as we 
have believed for two thousand years, that the Christmas 
story is true. We believe that the Child lying there in the 
manger upon a bed of straw, is the very God of heaven 
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Himself, who has come upon earth in the form of man. He 
is truly “the Son of God.” He was “conceived of the Holy 
Ghost.” He was born on that first Christmas night the 
“Saviour of the world.” Mary believed, and was “blessed”’ 
in her faith. St. Joseph believed. The holy shepherds be- 
lieved, and the Wise Men who saw His star in the East. 
So we also believe. We believe that He was God; that there- 
fore all His teaching is divine truth; that all His commands 
are the commands of God. We believe that in the Eucha- 
ristic Sacrament He gave us His own flesh and blood. We 
believe that here tonight, upon our altar, He offers Him- 
self in sacrifice for us, as truly as when He offered Himself 
upon the cross. We believe that He will come into our 
very hearts in Holy Communion, just as He came into the 
world in human form in Bethlehem on Christmas night. 

Thanks be to God for the peace, the sweet security, the 
richness of our Catholic faith! May the blessing of God, 
the true joys of the real Christmas, the love of the Christ- 
Child, the peace of God which surpasseth all understand- 
ing, be with you and remain with you forever! 


Vil 
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“This first of His signs Jesus worked at Cana of Galilee; and 
He manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.” 


(Jas271) 
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“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has come to pass.” (Eke2715), 


HE SHEPHERDS had already witnessed wonderful 
things. While they were keeping the night watches 
over their flocks, suddenly ‘“‘an angel of the Lord stood by 
them and the glory of God shone round about them, and 
they feared exceedingly. And the angel said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy which shall be to all the people; for today in the town 
of David a Saviour has been born to you, who is Christ 
the Lord.’...And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men of good will’”’ (Lk. 2:9-11, 13). 

In Bethlehem, or more probably on the edge of it, in a 
cave which was being used as a stable, the shepherds found 
the Infant, wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in the 
manger. They found there also Mary, His Mother, and 
Joseph, His foster-father. They paid their homage to the 
Infant, and, overwhelmed with wonder and joy, they re- 
turned, ‘glorifying and praising God for all that they had 
heard and seen” (Lk. 2:20). 

These shepherds knew that something very extraor- 
dinary had taken place. They must have had at least some 
vague understanding that this Child was the promised 
Messias. They undoubtedly were astonished at the manner 
of His coming: His birthplace a stable; His crib a manger; 
His bed straw; His parents of the lowliest of the land! But 
heaven had unmistakably proclaimed it. It must be so. 


oy! 
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Twenty centuries have passed. We know that what 
had taken place was even a thousand times more wonderful 
than the shepherds imagined. That Infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes was indeed the Messias who was to come 
into the world. But He was much more than that: He was 
the Incarnate God Himself, the second Person of the Trinity 
become man. 

Is it not tragic that now, after almost two thousand 
yeats, it is still necessary to prove to millions of people that 
God came in human form and dwelt in our midst? But 
alas, “He was in the world, and the world was made through 
Him, and the world knew Him not. He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not” (Jn. 1:10-11). It is the 
story of the Jews in the Old Dispensation all over again, 
and continued down through the centuries. “Drop down 
dew, ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the 
Just: let the earth be opened, and bud forth a Saviour” 
(Is. 45:8), they were wont to pray. God intensified 
this longing in their hearts. But when His birth was an- 
nounced in Jerusalem by the Wise Men, “all Jerusalem 
was troubled” (Matt. 2:3). You would imagine there 
would be a great shout of triumph, such as would shake 
the very walls of the city. But no: “all Jerusalem was 
troubled.””, And when the Wise Men went down to 
Bethlehem to find Him and to pay Him homage, was there 
a great procession accompanying them? Not a soul went 
with them. The people of Jerusalem did not really want 
the Messtas. They did not want the Messias even as they 
had pictured Him; and when the real Messias revealed 
Himself, they hunted Him, and persecuted Him, and finally 
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put Him to death on the ignominious cross. And as, deep 
in their hearts, they did not want Him, no evidence could 
have convinced them of the truth of His claims. So people 
down the centuries have not wanted Him, and they have 
distorted and twisted the facts, or have totally disregarded 
the evidence. By every means in their power they have 
tried to discredit Him. Had they tried half as hard to find 
the truth concerning Him as they did to disparage Him, 
and to twist the facts, and to destroy men’s faith in Him, 
there would have been no difficulty whatsoever: there would 
have been no hesitation in believing. 

There is indeed abundance of evidence proving the 
Divinity of Christ. Very many books have been written 
setting forth the evidence. I can at most outline a few of the 
arguments. We may prove Christ's Divinity from His 
repeated claim to be ‘the Son of God.” For this very claim 
He was accused by the Jews of the sin of blasphemy. They 
plainly understood that He claimed to be the Son of God in 
a unique sense that made Him God. It was the chief and 
final accusation they brought against Him when He was 
a prisoner before Pilate: “We have a Law, and according 
to that Law He must die, because He has made Himself 
Son of God” (Jn. 19:7). Rather than put any other mean- 
ing upon His claim, He allowed Himself to be led to 
Calvary and put to death. 

We might prove His Divinity from His miracles — both 
from their nature and from the manner in which He per- 
formed them. There have been others who have worked 
miracles, at least the prophets of old, and the Apostles; but 
not one of them ever claimed to work miracles by any 
power of his own. It was always by the power of God, or 
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the power of Christ, that they worked their miracles. Christ 
worked His miracles by His own power: “Lazarus, come 
forth!” “I say to thee, arise.” “Be thou made clean.” There 
seems to be absolutely no consciousness of any power out- 
side Himself or above Himself. He acts as one having 
dominion over all things in heaven and on earth, even over 
life and death. 

Christ manifested His Divinity in His capacity as 
Teacher. As Teacher He assumed an authority equal to that 
of God who gave the commandments: ‘You have heard 
that it was said to the ancients, ‘Thou shalt not kill’; and 
that whoever shall kill shall be liable to judgment. But I 
say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall 
be liable to judgment. ... You have heard that it was said 
to the ancients, ‘Thou shalt not-commit adultery.’ But I say 
to you that anyone who so much as looks with lust at a 
woman has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart.... Again, you have heard that it was said to the 
ancients, “Thou shalt not swear falsely.’ ... But I say to you 
not to swear at all” (Matt. 5:21-34). As a Teacher He 
claims the right and power to change and enlarge the com- 
mandments of God. On another occasion He declares His 
supremacy over the Sabbath: ‘Therefore the Son of Man 
is Lord even of the Sabbath” (Mk. 2:28). 

Then, the manner of His teaching. There have been 
other great teachers, but continually they cry out: Do not 
look at me; do not take my word for anything. Look at my 
doctrines and the reasons I give for them; they must speak 
for themselves. But Jesus says: Look at Me. I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. Look at Me. And He demands 
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absolute belief in Himself, and unbounded loyalty to 
Himself. 

There is, too, the content of His teaching. It is not 
some well-thought-out system of philosophy like, for in- 
stance Buddhism, or Mohammedanism. No, it is Himself. 
And when the Apostles go forth to preach the Gospel, 
what 1s it? It is Christ — Christ crucified and risen again. 
Christianity is Christ. When all is sifted down, Christianity 
is Christ — Christ known, Christ loved, Christ obeyed, 
Christ imitated. Christianity is Christ. 

A strong argument for the Divinity of Christ might be 
drawn from His sinlessness. There have been many holy 
people upon earth, but no one has dared to declare himself 
without sin. If he did that, the fact itself would condemn 
him. “If we say that we have no sin,” says St. John in his 
First Epistle (1:8), “we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.” And again: “If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him [ Christ} a liar, and His word ts not 
in us” (ibid. 1:10). But Christ boldly challenges the world 
to “convict Him of sin” (Jn. 8:46). For two thousand 
years His enemies have been trying to do that: they have 
left no stone unturned to do it. But today, even those who 
deny His Divinity proclaim Him the sinless, the perfect 
man. 

The Gospels taken as a whole are perhaps one of the 
strongest arguments to support Christ’s Divinity; it is the 
only thing that fits in with the New Testament as it has 
been handed down to us. Without the Divinity of Christ 
the New Testament is unintelligible; with the Divinity, 
everything becomes plain and simple — just as you would 
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expect it to be. When Christ claims to be “the Son of God,” 
He is the Son of God. When He claims to be “one with 
the Father,’ He zs one with the Father, for He is God. 
When He works His miracles, He does so by the power of 
God, which is His own. When He teaches, He teaches with 
the authority of God, and the content of His teaching must 
needs be Himself. When He claims to be sinless, He zs 
sinless, for such only could the Son of God be. We can 
easily explain the few passages in which He declared that 
He was inferior to the Father and dependent on Him. 
or upon God. Christ was both God and man; and as man, 
He was inferior to the Father and dependent on Him. 
Deny the Divinity of Christ and all is confusion. The 
Scriptures become utterly unintelligible — so much so that 
those who deny His Divinity must mutilate the Sacred Text, 
and without any warrant whatsoever tear it to pieces, taking 
what suits them and rejecting what they do not like. 

Let us, then, go with the shepherds to Bethlehem, and 
see the wonderful thing that has come to pass. With our 
better knowledge and clearer faith, let us fall down in 
adoration before the new-born Child. Let us see in Him 
what He was in reality, the Incarnate God. 


Vill 


“Lord, save us! we are perishing!” 


(Matt. 8:25) 
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‘For a Child is born to us. and a Son is given to us, 


and the government is upon His shoulder: and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, God the 
Mighty, the Father of the world to come, the Prince 
of Peace.” (ise7:0) 


HRIST, the Prince of Peace! In the twelfth chapter 
of the Gospel according to St. Luke we find Christ 
saying to the multitude: “Do you think that I came to give 
peace upon the earth? No, I tell you, but division. For 
henceforth in one house five will be divided, three against 
two, and two against three. They will be divided, father 
against son and son against his father; mother against 
daughter and daughter against the mother; mother-in-law 
against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law” (vv. 51-53). And so in Matthew: “Do 
not think that I have come to send peace upon the earth; 
I have come to bring a sword, not peace. For I have come 
to set a man at variance with his father, and a daughter with 
her mother, and a daughter-in-law with her mother-in-law; 
and a man’s enemies will be those of his own household” 
(10:34-37). The prophet Simeon declared that Christ 
would be ‘‘a sign that shall be contradicted” (Lk. 2:34). 
And He has been that all down the centuries. The history 
of Christianity has been almost one constant warfare. 
Christianity has without doubt been the occasion for much 
disturbance, bitterness and hatred upon this earth. 
And yet Christ is proclaimed the ‘Prince of Peace.” 
He zs the Prince of Peace. On the night when the angels 
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announced His birth to the shepherds, they sang in the 
heavens: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men of good will” (Lk. 2:14). When He sent His 
disciples out to preach, He instructed them that when they 
entered a house, they should salute it and the household 
with the words: “Peace be to this house” (Lk. 10:5). In 
His wonderful discourse the night before He died, He 
said to His Apostles: ‘‘Peace I leave with you, My peace I 
give to you” (Jn. 14:27). His greeting to the Apostles 
after His Resurrection was: “Peace be to you” (Jn. 20:26). 

The world is sick of strife, and hatred, and suffering, 
and destruction. It hungers as perhaps it never hungered 
before, for peace. Within a generation we have fought two 
world wars with the avowed intent of securing peace. But 
there is no peace. . 

There is no peace in the political world or the world of 
government. More than two years after the cessation of the 
most cruel and destructive war the world has ever witnessed, 
international politicians seem farther from peace than they 
were when the fighting ceased, and we seem to be danger- 
ously near a third World War far worse even than the last. 

There is no peace in the economic and industrial world. 
The multitude of strikes and shut-outs with which we have 
been plagued for the past few years, movements utterly dis- 
regarding the common good, and affecting even the neces- 
sities of life and human safety, are abundant proof of that. 
Labor itself is divided into conflicting unions, and that 
“might makes right’ seems still to be the guiding principle 
of the entire economic struggle. 

There is a woeful lack of peace in the family. To an 
alarming degree, family unity has been destroyed by selfish- 
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ness, by animosity where love should prevail, and by divorce. 
Almost the finishing blow has been given to the home, which 
is the very foundation of all organized society, by the whole- 
sale entrance of women, including mothers, into industry. 

In the world of religion there is little peace. We thought 
some thirty or forty years ago that persecution of religion, at 
least in civilized countries, was a thing of the past. If one 
wished to die a martyr, he would have to go as a missionary 
to India, China, Japan, the South Sea Islands or the heart of 
Africa. Religious persecution and being put to death for 
religion were definitely ended among civilized peoples. 
What a delusion! Never in the entire history of Christianity 
has there been such a widespread, intensive and utterly cruel 
persecution as there has been in Russia for the last twenty 
or thirty years. Multitudes literally totaling millions have 
been put to death for their religion, frequently amidst ex- 
cruciating torments. We know what took place in Mexico, in 
Spain, in Germany, and in many other places. In these coun- 
tries perhaps there was not such great slaughter, though 
there was enough even of that, but there was devised a 
species of persecution which in many respects is even worse 
than martyrdom. When a man’s business is destroyed be- 
cause of his religion; when he is deprived of the possibility 
of gaining a livelihood for himself and his family; when 
he sees his churches, schools and institutions of charity 
taken away from him and destroyed or put to other uses; 
when he sees his children forced into atheistic schools, 
where they are taught to hate everything they held most 
sacred — to hate God, to hate religion, to hate even their 
own parents — yes, in many respects this is even worse than 


being put to death. 


62 ye RO Ee Secercsi a Sir y ae eee 


Just now, in our own country, with all the talk of tol- 
erance and brotherhood, and all the get-together associa- 
tions, an organized movement is under way against Catholics 
and the Catholic Church. On the plea of separation of 
Church and State, they would deprive us of the few meager 
rights which have been given us, especially in the health 
services in our schools, bus service for our school children 
and free textbooks where children of the state schools are 
receiving them. We are indeed far from peace in the re- 
ligious world! 

Now what is the trouble? What is wrong with the 
world? Has Christianity itself been a miserable failure? 
Has Christ’s coming been in vain? No; Christ’s coming 
has not been in vain. Christianity has not been a failure — 
has not even been honestly tried. It is man, human nature, 
that has been a failure. Man has been, and is continually, 
undoing God’s work upon earth. Christ “came unto His 
own, and His own received him not” (Jn. 1:11). When 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, is rejected, how can we have 
peace? What a terrible indictment of mankind, that al- 
though the God of heaven Himself came down to teach us 
how to live, two-thirds of the people of the world, after 
almost two thousand years, do not know Him — perhaps 
have never even heard of Him — and are still in the dark- 
ness of heathenism! What an indictment of mankind, that 
so many of those who profess to be Christians are luke- 
warm, careless and indifferent about it all! 

Our Christianity must permeate every phase of life: our 
business life, our political life, our social life, the family, 
private life and public life. Christianity is essentially a 
way of life —God’s way of life. Why are men not fair 
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and honest enough to try it? They have tried everything 
else and have failed. Why will they not try the one thing 
that will bring peace and happiness to the world? 


During this season when we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, let us resolve to be Christians indeed. Let us be 
ruled and governed by Him. Let our relation to Him not 
be a mere sentimentality. Let it be submission of our minds 
to His teaching —to all His teaching — and of our will 
to His commandments and counsels. Let it be an acceptance 
of and submission to all His institutions. If possible, let 
us get Him back into government, into business and social 
relations, and into our daily lives. If we do that, there will 
be peace on earth. Without it there will be no peace. 

But even though we may not succeed in establishing 
peace upon earth, we can at least establish the peace of God 
in our own souls. Even in a war-torn world we can be at 
peace with God and with our neighbor in our own souls. 
We can have that peace which “‘surpasses all understand- 
ing’ (Phil. 4:7). That is within reach of every one of us; 
and what more precious thing could I wish you on this 
Christmas night! 


IX 
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"W hoever does not accept the kingdom of God as alittle child 
will not enter into it.” 


(Mk. 10:15) 


PX 


“Behold, I bring you good news of great joy which 
shall be to all the people.” (Lk. 2:10). 


AM sure that the hearts of many are saddened, espe- 

cially during these Christmas days, at the sight of so 
many people still rejecting Christ, and especially denying 
His Divinity. It is particularly saddening, and vexing, 
that many of those rejecting Him or denying His Divinity, 
are teachers in our colleges and professors in our univer- 
sities — the very ones to whom we have a right to look for 
the vindication of truth and for leadership. 

But I have insisted sufficiently on the doctrine of the 
Divinity of Christ. It should not be necessary now after 
almost two thousand years to speak in defense of that doc- 
trine. In this discourse I would dwell rather on some of 
the wonderful things which Christ and Christianity have 
brought to the world. “Behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy which shall be to all the people.” How much of 
what is best in almost everything we possess, and all that 
goes to make up our present civilization, we owe to Christ 
and Christianity! 

What, then, has Christianity done for the world? 

First of all we might consider the arts — painting, 
sculpture, music, literature, poetry, architecture, etc. Is there 
one of these that did not receive its chief inspiration from 
Christ and those most intimately connected with Him, such 
as His blessed Mother and the saints? The art galleries of 
the world are filled with portrayals of the principal phases 
of their lives, not to speak of the immortal works of art 
which adorn many of our churches. The churches them- 
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selves are the outstanding works of architecture. Is not the 
finest music in all the world dedicated to worship in the 
Christian Church? What in music surpasses many of our 
magnificent Masses and some of our gorgeous hymns, the 
very authors of which are unknown? How much that is 
most beautiful and most inspiring in all these things would 
not exist, would not have come into being, if it were not 
for Christ, His Mother, the saints and the many treasures 
of Christianity! 

And even for pageantry, there is nothing to equal the 
Christian liturgy. Where in the secular order would you 
find anything comparing in splendor with the Eucharistic 
Congtess in Chicago in 1926, or that of Dublin in 1932? 
It: would be difficult to imagine a spectacle more magnifi- 
cent than the solemn entrance of the Holy Father into St. 
Peter's in Rome on the occasion of some great function. 
I never expect to behold again in this world a sight as 
gorgeous as the ceremony of the canonization of St. Theresa, 
the Little Flower, at St. Peter’s in Rome in 1925. And one 
of the outstanding features of all this beauty and grandeur 
is that it is not staged: there is no acting. If it were staged 
or acted, it would fall flat. It is simply, as all true ritual is, 
the correct and natural way of doing things. 

Probably the foremost art critic of the United States, 
Ralph Adam Cram, though not a Catholic, has publicly 
declared that the greatest work of art in the world is a 
Pontifical Mass in the Roman Catholic Church. There, he 
says, all the arts are concentrated. In fact you have there 
the best the world has been able to produce in two thou- 
sand years in painting, in sculpture, in architecture, in 
music, in vesture, in grace of movement — in all the arts. 
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How relatively poor in all these things the world would be 
if Christ had not come, and if there had been no Christianity! 

The world owes an immense debt of gratitude to Christ 
and to Christianity in the field of social reconstruction and 
social progress. This holds especially in the emancipation 
of the laboring man. When Christ came, slavery was the 
accepted thing throughout the world. It was so in ancient 
Greece and Rome. The essentially Christian doctrine of the 
universal fatherhood of God and our common brotherhood 
in Christ, at once greatly ameliorated the condition of the 
slave; and it gradually abolished slavery in every country 
to which the influence of Christianity was extended. We 
passed from slavery to serfdom, and from there to theoretic 
democracy, however limited and imperfect that often may 
have been in practice. It is worthy of note that the more 
recent totalitarianism, and its attendant tyranny, has gone 
hand in hand with repudiation of Christianity. And may we 
be wise enough to see that there is no other solid founda- 
tion for democracy than the Christian teaching of the in- 
alienable, because God-given, rights of the individual and 
the sacredness of human personality. 

The Church taught Christ’s doctrine of the danger of 
riches. “Woe to you rich!” He said, “for you are now 
having your comfort” (Lk. 6:24). “With what difficulty 
will they who have riches enter the kingdom of God... . It 
is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God” (Mk. 10:23, 
25; Matt. 19:23-24; Lk. 18:24-25). The first of His beatt- 
tudes is: ‘“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven’ (Matt. 5:3). He Himself, though 
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Lord of all, came into the world in poverty. His parents 
were of the lowly of the land. By a special disposition of 
Providence, He was born in a stable, His crib the manger, 
His bed straw. Throughout His youth and early manhood 
He showed a total disregard for riches, and during His 
public life He depended on charity for His daily sustenance. 
While, therefore, He did not absolutely condemn riches, 
He showed unconcern for them, condemned undue attach- 
ment to them, and pointed out their danger. 

To the working man He gave the example of humble, 
honest work. He was known in His community as a Car- 
penter and a carpenter’s son. He dignified immensely, and 
sanctified, labor by being a laborer during His own youth 
and most of His manhood. All down the centuries the 
Church as such (not always all churchmen) has stood by 
the laboring man. Who have spoken more strongly for 
justice to the laboring man than the popes and the bishops? 

We have not achieved our goal of full justice and Chris- 
tian charity, but we have gone far, very far, on the way. 

It was due to the teaching of Christ, carried down the 
centuries by the Church, operating under His inspiration 
and sustained by His power, that the earth is covered today 
with hospitals and institutions of charity of every kind, so 
that there are now, especially in Christian countries, insti- 
tutions and a trained personnel to conduct them, to meet 
practically every need of afflicted and suffering humanity. 
Will you say that these are simply the fruit of the natural 
evolution of man to ever higher and higher degrees of 
civilization? Then why were they so completely absent 
everywhere in the world when Christ came, and why did 


Te Seema Story bver lola 2 wk wy TT 


they suddenly spread as quickly as Christianity itself and 
co-extensively with it? Before the coming of Christ there 
was not a hospital, not an orphanage, not a home for the 
aged, not a decent leper refuge nor an institution of charity 
in any way approaching those we have today in practically 
every country. Why is it that in all modern pagan countries, 
India, China, Japan, Africa, there were no charitable insti- 
tutions of any kind till Christianity brought them there? No 
one even dreamt of such a thing. It shows us very clearly 
what the Western world would be today if Christianity 
had not brought these institutions to it. If the Christian 
Church stands out for any one thing, it is her charities. 
There is nothing else to approach them. What have the 
atheists, the infidels and the pagans ever done anywhere to 
alleviate human suffering? “By their fruits you will know 
them.” The little that has been done in quite modern times 
by a few philanthropists, or by governments, has been the 
result of the spirit created by Christ and Christianity. The 
Church stands in the history of these two thousand years as 
the world’s great charitable and philanthropic institution. 

Oh, how much the world owes to Christ and to Chris- 
tianity! Our Christian civilization, it is true, is far from 
being perfect. But immense progress has been made, and 
this in the face of almost insurmountable obstacles. Where 
Christian civilization has been found wanting, Christianity 
has not been given a fair trial. There are those who brush 
everything aside with the assertion that Christianity has 
failed. Christianity has not failed; it is the stubborn in- 
clination to evil in man that has caused the failure; man 
has failed. There is a strange contradiction in human na- 
ture, due, no doubt, to original sin. While it persists in 
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rebelling against God and what God is for its present and 
eternal good, it yet yearns for a piercing of the veil that 
hides from us direct vision of the supernatural. It yearns 
for the supernatural and union with God. “Our hearts are 
restless,” said St. Augustine, “till they rest in Thee.” Man 
is made for union with God, and the farther he advances, 
the greater the yearning for a close and intimate union. 

The Incarnation, the coming down of the Son of God 
from heaven and taking upon Himself the form of man, 
has pierced the veil, and has immensely intensified the 
desire for the union. The longing for that union is satisfied, 
to a great extent, by Bethlehem and Nazareth, by the whole 
public life of Christ, and by His death upon the cross. But 
it is intensified and satisfied in another way. In the Sacra- 
ment of the Holy Eucharist, Christ, in concrete form and 
localized, continues to be present with us under the proper- 
ties of bread and wine. In the Mass He offers Himself in 
sacrifice for us. He dwells constantly, day and night, year 
in and year out, upon our altars and in our tabernacles. He 
gives Himself as the food of our souls in Holy Communion. 
What wonderful words — they could only be the words of 
a God-man: “He who eats My flesh, and drinks My blood, 
abides in Me and I in him. As the living Father has sent 
Me, and as I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, 
he also shall live because of Me” (Jn. 6:57-58). Every 
heart that receives Him worthily becomes a new Bethlehem. 
For him, every time he receives, there is a new Christmas 
in his very soul. 

What blessings Christ and Christianity have brought us! 
What a drab thing this life would be, and what a shoddy 


thing our civilization, if Christ had not come! 
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“Tam the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life 


for His sheep.” (Jn. 10:11) 
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“For God so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that those who believe in Him may not 
perish, but may have life everlasting.” (Jn. 3:16) 


@°? is looking down this Christmas night upon any- 
thing but a happy and peaceful world. I hesitate to 
introduce a jarring note into the joyous celebration of the 
birth of Christ by recalling to your minds some of the pres- 
ent miseries of the world. You are well enough acquainted 
with them. Many of you know them by actual experience: 
you have lived them.* 

What is wrong with the world today? Many answers 
are given to that question, and many remedies have been 
proposed, but the one thing above all others that is wrong 
is that the world has rejected its Saviour. 

Do we fully realize that Christ was God? Do we fully 
realize that He was the second Person in the Trinity become 
man, not only to offer Himself upon the cross for our re- 
demption, but to teach us how to live — to teach us how 
to make this world a more decent place to live in for all 
men? All that we have gained in these two thousand years, 
all that is worthwhile in our Christian civilization, comes 
to us from the principles of life laid down for us by Jesus 
Christ. What is yet wanting in our civilization, and I 
admit there is much wanting, is due to the refusal of man- 
kind to accept and to put into practice these principles 
of life. 

Do we ever stop to think what this world would be if 
we all were Christians and really /zved our Christianity? 


*From a sermon preached in 1931. 
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In the world of business and economics, if people once 
really got hold of the truth of the Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man, as taught by Christ, do you think 
we would have the frightful injustice and lack of charity 
that lie at the root of nearly all our social and economic 
evils? Do you think the wealth of the world would be in 
the hands of the few by exploitation of the masses of the 
people? Do you think that industry would look primarily, 
if not exclusively, to profits? Would it refuse the working 
man a living wage? No; the first consideration of business 
would be the human element — the health and safety of 
the workers, and a decent living wage. And by a decent 
living wage I do not mean just enough to keep the worker 
alive and fit for work. We give that much to an ox or a 
horse. A living wage means such a return for service ren- 
dered as will enable a man and his family to live at least 
in frugal comfort and to provide reasonably against the 
eventualities of sickness and old age. Only when this 
has been looked to should there be a consideration of profits. 
A business that cannot do this has no right to exist. 
A business that can do it, and refuses to do it, is downright 
criminal. If people were Christians and lived their Chris- 
tianity, the present tensions and conflicts between labor and 
capital would not exist. 

What if men grasped, in a practical way, the Christian 
idea of the responsibility of wealth? First of all, there is 
Christ’s teaching concerning the dangers of wealth: “With 
difficulty will a rich man enter the kingdom of heaven... . 
It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
19:23-24; Mk” 10:23; Lk. 18:24-25)e) Domotilay up for 


pe Serko Stormrver lod . (5. 2). se OW 


yourselves treasures on earth, where rust and moth consume, 
and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:19-20). “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 5:3). Wealth is not a bad thing in itself. If 
acquired honestly and used rightly, it may be a great bless- 
ing. But undue attachment to wealth is always wrong, and 
wealth, as such, is a great danger. 

It is the teaching of Christianity that man is not abso- 
lute master over what he possesses — to use it and do with 
it what he likes. He is a mere steward and is responsible 
to God. He must, therefore, make good use of what he has, 
and from the excess of his wealth give freely for the com- 
mon good and to relieve distress and suffering. If people 
grasped this Christian teaching concerning the danger and 
the responsibility of wealth, do you think we would have 
that terrible and insatiable craving to pile up ever more and 
more, that greed for wealth that stops at nothing, which 
afflicts the world today? Do you think we would have the 
spectacle of millions out of work in the richest country in 
the world, and of the starvation of millions in the midst 
of plenty? 

Turn to the world of politics and government. What 
oppression of the people, and not only of minorities, there 
is today by governments! What narrow and selfish national- 
ism! What pursuit of personal ambition to the neglect of 
or injury to those who are ruled! Ah, if we could only get 
away from our selfish, individualistic, materialistic and 
pagan ideas of government; if we could only realize, in 
accordance with Christian teaching, that they who rule or 
legislate have their power from God, and are responsible to 
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Him; that the holding of office is a sacred trust; that the 
purpose of all government is to preserve the rights and to 
promote the good of those governed — how different the 
world would be! Abuse of governmental power has been 
and is one of the crying evils of the world. And caused by 
the same selfishness and lack of justice and charity, rebel- 
lion against lawfully constituted authority is a second great 
evil. Both are contrary to the teaching of Christ. Both 
would disappear if the ruled, as well as those ruling, were 
Christians and really lived their Christianity. 

Another big factor in world peace and happiness is the 
family, which is the foundation of all organized society. 
Christ blessed and sanctified the family by raising marriage 
to the dignity of one of the great sacraments in His Church. 
He safeguarded it, and especially the children that would 
issue from it, by making marriage strictly a life union. 
Divorce, with the right to marry again, was absolutely for- 
bidden: “Whoever puts away his wife and marries another, 
commits adultery against her; and if the wife puts away her 
husband, and marries another, she commits adultery” 
(Mk. 10:11-12). “Everyone who puts away his wife and 
marries another, commits adultery; and he who marries a 
woman who has been put away from her husband, commits 
adultery” (Lk. 16:18). “For the married woman is bound 
by the law while her husband is alive; but if her husband 
die, she is set free from the law of the husband. Therefore 
while her husband 1s alive, she will be called an adulteress 
if she be with another man; but if her husband dies, she is 
set free from the law of the husband, so that she is not an 
adulteress if she has been with another man’’ (Rom-7223). 
Only death, therefore, can break the marriage tie between 
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Christians. Today, in our own country, this law of Christ 
is so universally rejected that one marriage in every six 
ends in divorce: in our larger towns and cities, one in every 
three. There is no longer any effort to get along. People 
come to the marriage altar (alas, many no longer come to 
an altar; a justice of the peace will do!) with a chip on their 
shoulder: “If we do not get along, we will get a divorce and 
try someone else.” 

Christ teaches that married life should be under the 
rule of love. The husband is the head of the family. The 
wife owes obedience to her husband, even as the Church 
is obedient to Christ. But the husband must Jove his wife, 
as Christ loves the Church (Eph. 5:22-33). Obedience 1s 
not a burden where love rules. On parents rests the solemn 
obligation of properly training their children. They must 
look particularly to their spiritual training. They will have 
to answer to God for the souls of their children. Let them 
train their children from infancy in the fear and love of 
God. If they do that, they will make of their children not 
only the best of citizens, but children of God and of the 
heavenly kingdom. Children are bound to love, reverence 
and obey their parents. What a paradise on earth the home 
would be if the teachings and commands of Christ in all 
these matters were accepted and carried out! 

Who can measure the misery that has prevailed in the 
world through intolerance, especially religious intolerance! 
Such is absolutely against the teaching and spirit of Christ. 
There is indeed a most serious obligation to receive His 
truth and to belong to His Church. But this must be volun- 
tary: this may not be forced. It is purely a matter between 
the individual himself and God. No one has a right to 
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persecute, directly or indirectly, or to use physical force, 
or the force of government, to compel membership in any 
church. Freedom of conscience is one of the fundamental 
rights of man. Of course, where a whole country is Catholic 
and meddlers come in to spread false ideas and to destroy 
the faith of the people, especially by misrepresentation and 
the sowing of falsehoods, thus even endangering the public 
peace, they may be prevented by legitimate authority from 
propagating their ideas; but no one may prevent them by 
force from holding their ideas. How much injustice, bad 
feeling, hatred and general unhappiness would be prevented 
if people recognized the fact that, although we must always 
be loyal to the truth and to the Church of God, there can 
never be any excuse for the lack of Christian charity! 

Christ, then, is what the world needs. Our civilization is 
the best the world has produced. As proof we need but 
compare it to that of India, China, Japan, the South Sea 
Islands, portions of native Africa, countries that have not 
been influenced, or influenced very little, by the Christian 
religion. There we have the best that man could produce 
when left to his own ingenuity and the guidance of his own 
unaided reason. Where our civilization has failed is where 
we have failed to accept and live up to the teachings of 
Christ: where we have failed to be Christians. Christ, the 
Babe of Bethlehem, the Incarnate God, is the Saviour of 
the world. He is the Saviour of the world, not only in the 
sense that through Him we attain eternal life, but He is 
our Saviour right here and now in this world. “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, 
that those who believe in Him may not perish, but may have 
life everlasting” (Jn. 3:16). 
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“This is My blood of the New Covenant, which is being shed 


, 


or many unto the forgiveness of sins.’ 
oe) Jorg f (Matt. 26:28) 
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“For the grace of God our Saviour has appeared to 


all men, instructing us, in order that, rejecting ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts. we may live temperately and 


justly and ptiously in this world.” (Tit. 2:11-12) 


F THE Babe who was born in Bethlehem two thou- 
sand years ago, was the Incarnate God, what an 
enormous evil it is that millions of people refuse to believe 
it, and reject Him, or are entirely indifferent to Him! Could 
it be that God, who still rules the heavens, has again 
almost “repented” that He made man, and leaves him to 
suffer the penalty of his own wickedness and folly? I am 
thoroughly convinced that the tyranny, and wars, and de- 
struction and misery which exist on such a colossal scale in 
the world today, are not only the logical fruit of man’s 
apostasy from God, especially during the last hundred years 
or more, but also a direct punishment for that apostasy. 
Even among those who profess to believe in Christ, how 
many there are who only half-believe and who give Him 
only lip service; who pick and choose among His teachings, 
commands and institutions — take what they like and reject 
what does not suit their fancy, having a feeling that, after 
all, it does not matter very much. If Christ be the Son of 
God, what happened that first Christmas was the most stu- 
pendous thing that ever took place on earth. It is God's 
greatest gift to man. Can we be indifferent to it? Can God 
be indifferent to what we believe about it, and whether or 
not we obey and serve Him? He Himself said: “If I had 
not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin. 
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But now they have no excuse for their sin... . If I had not 
done among them works such as no else has done, they 
would have no sin. But now they have seen, and have hated 
both Me and My Father” (Jn. 15:22, 24). It is a sin to 
reject Christ, or any of His teachings, or commands, or instt- 
tutions. It is the greatest of all sins. When we reject Christ, 
we also in reality reject and hate God Himself. 

I know, of course, the excuse that is given. They say, 
and feel, in the confusion of ideas and the multiplicity of 
churches, that the whole thing is veiled in obscurity; that 
we simply cannot be certain in matters of religion. That I 
positively deny. We can be certain. Would it not have 
been a very foolish thing, entirely unworthy of God, to 
come to this earth in the Person of Christ expressly to teach 
us what we must believe and do to worship God rightly 
and save our souls, and not to have provided some way in 
which this teaching might be preserved pure and unadul- 
terated, and brought safely and securely to all those through- 
out the world who are willing to accept it? Must there not 
be some way in which we can know with certainty that 
Christ was truly the Son of God in a sense that really makes 
Him God? Let us not delude ourselves, and try to salve our 
consciences with the thought that we cannot be certain. 
We can be certain. 

It is very easy for anyone, even an otherwise intelligent 
and learned person, to reject a truth. To do that all that is 
necessary is to ignore it, or to brush aside the evidence. 
But for an intelligent and learned person to accept a truth, 
especially one that is hard to understand and calls for sub- 
mission of the mind to mystery and entails considerable 
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sacrifice — this means that he has studied the truth and the 
evidence supporting it, and that he has found the evidence 
amply sufficient. There must have been powerful reasons 
to bring the brightest minds of these two thousand years to 
believe such a difficult doctrine as the Divinity of Christ. 
And for millions upon millions of people of all classes to 
have submitted themselves to the discipline, the humility of 
mind and the sacrifices which the acceptance of the doctrine 
involves, is a unique phenomenon. The evidence must be 
there, and must be overwhelmingly sufficient. 

But it must be realized that when it is question of accept- 
ing supernatural or divine truth, certain dispositions of soul 
are required. These dispositions were announced by the 
angels in the heavens on that first Christmas night when 
they sang: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men of good will” (Lk. 2:14). These dispositions 
were in Christ’s mind when He said: “Blessed are the clean 
of heart, for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8); and again: 
“Whoever does not accept the kingdom of God as a little 
child will not enter into it” (Lk. 18:17). St. Paul, speaking 
of this same attitude of soul required for the reception of 
God’s truth, said: “The sensual man {the man who cannot 
rise above the world of his bodily senses, or who lives 
merely to gratify his bodily appetites} does not perceive the 
things that are of the Spirit of God, for it is foolishness to 
him and he cannot understand, because it is examined 
spiritually” (1 Cor. 2:14). 

There must, therefore, be an honest desire for God’s 
truth — His whole truth — and a willingness to receive it 
and to live by it. Belief or unbelief in matters of religion 
is much more an affair of the will and the heart than it is an 
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affair of the mind. It is not learning that keeps people from 
accepting Christ and Christianity. Many of the greatest 
minds and greatest scholars all down the centuries have 
accepted them. Typical is the case of the great scientist 
Pasteur. When he was asked how he could reconcile his 
scientific learning with his Catholic faith, he replied: “It is 
because I have studied and reflected that I have the faith 
of a Breton peasant; and had I studied and reflected more, 
I might have the faith of a Breton peasant’s wife.” It 1s 
fundamentally because people do not really want God’s 
truth, and do not want to live by it and especially by the 
teachings of Christ, that they reject them: they cannot see. 
Did they try half as hard to find God’s truth as they do to 
disprove it, or to explain it away, or squirm around it, there 
would be no difficulty whatsoever. They would be certain. 

I believe, therefore, most firmly, with my three hundred 
and fifty million or more fellow Catholics throughout the 
world, and with the endless millions who have believed 
during these two thousand years, and with the multitude of 
non-Catholics who have believed it, that the Babe who lay 
in the manger in Bethlehem on the first Christmas night, 
was truly the Incarnate God. We believe in the Divinity 
of Christ in the sense that He was God, the second Person 
of the Trinity, who had become man. He lost nothing of 
His Divinity; not for an instant did He cease to be God. 
But He took upon Himself our nature —truly became 
man. There is no doubt, no quibbling, no haziness, no ex- 
plaining away. With St. Peter we say most sincerely: “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). 

“The grace of God...has appeared to all men.” The 
eternal Son of God came to earth in the form of man, to 
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live our life, to teach us, and to redeem us by His death 
upon the cross. Nothing else that God has done for us can 
be compared with that. 

He came to instruct us that, “rejecting ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we may live temperately and justly and 
piously in this world.” That precisely is the rub. Many do 
not want to live “temperately and justly and piously in this 
world.” They do not want to put away ungodliness. They 
are filled, saturated, with worldly desires. Their religion, 
if they have any, is a matter of mere expediency, or a little 
side-issue in life. They will not have the restraint of God’s 
law upon them, or the restrictions of Christ’s teaching. And 
as regards the future and eternal life, they are not interested; 
they are almost totally indifferent. Christ came upon earth, 
not to make life hard for us, but to raise us up, to make us 
as happy as possible here and to save our souls for eternity. 
The burdens and restraints are nothing compared to the 
glory of the reward, or even to the dissatisfaction, misery 
and sacrifice which the rejection of Christ and Christianity 
brings. My plea, then, is that tonight, or during this Christ- 
mas time, you really accept Christ — make a greater effort 
to know Him, and strive more earnestly to walk the path of 
life He has marked out for us. 
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“My soul 


is Sad, even unto death.” 


(Matt. 
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“On earth peace among men of good will.” (Lk. 2:14), 


HANK GOD we still have Christmas! Christmas is 

the commemoration of the birth of Christ, who, while 

never for a moment ceasing to be God, took upon Himself 

our human nature — became man. He “emptied Himself,” 

says St. Paul, “taking the nature of a slave and being made 

like unto men. And appearing in the form of man... 
GEHL 2 yy 

If Christ was God in the form of man, it means that His 
teaching is God’s teaching, and therefore absolute truth. 
If Christ was God, His commands are the commands of 
God, and must be obeyed. If Christ was God, His counsels 
are the counsels of God, and represent supreme wisdom. If 
Christ was God, we are not free to do and believe as we 
please. We may be free, and should be free, as far as the 
state is concerned, or any mere human authority; but morally 
and before God, we are not free. We must believe and 
obey. 

The thing that is wrong with the world today 1s pre- 
cisely that so many people have cast aside the authority 
of God and of Christ as their Teacher and Ruler, and claim 
the right to believe and do as they please. They presume 
that we cannot know the truth when it comes to matters of 
religion, and that therefore every man has a right to his 
own opinion. That 1s right which a man thinks is right; 
as long as he does what he thinks is right (no obligation 
at all to try to find out what is right!), all 1s well. 

The fact is that many have given up all hope of ever 
finding the truth in religion; they claim that we cannot be 
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certain. Just within the last few weeks I had a friendly 
controversy with the editor of one of our best school jour- 
nals, who is also a professor in one of the great univer- 
sities. These were his exact words: “Whether you are right 
about your religion, or whether I am right, or whether we 
are both wrong or right, cannot be determined on this 
earth.” There you have it. His stand is characteristic. We 
are all, they maintain, merely groping in matters of religion. 
And they even seem to glory in the fact that they are 
merely groping. They would rather be groping for the 
truth than possess the truth. In reality it is rebellion against 
God’s truth and against the authority of God and of Christ 
as out Teacher. If we have a right to believe and do as 
we please; if we cannot be certain — then Christmas has 
lost its meaning; Christ was net God; the whole thing has 
been a great swindle and a farce; and we ate little better 
off than mankind was before Christ came. 

Take the attitude men have assumed in regard to mar- 
riage and divorce. Christ raised marriage among Christians 
to the dignity of one of the great sacraments of His Church. 
He made it a very sacred and holy thing; and He absolutely 
and most clearly forbade divorce with the right to marry 
again: “And the two shall become one flesh’; “What there- 
fore God has joined together, let no man put asunder. ... 
Whoever puts away his wife and marries another, commits 
adultery against her; and if the wife puts away her husband, 
and marries another, she commits adultery” (Mk. 10:8-12). 
If marriage, then, among Christians is a mere legal formal- 
ity, surrounded if you will by a little religious ceremony, 
which, however, is by no means essential to it; if divorce 
can be granted for every trifling reason—there is no 
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Christmas. Christmas has lost its meaning. Christ was not 
God, and we are still practically in the same condition as 
we were before Christ came. 

Recently there appeared in the newspapers a long 
account of a meeting held in a Southern city to form an 
organization for promoting throughout the state what is 
designated as ‘planned parenthood.” It is called “planned 
parenthood” to deceive the unwary and the ignorant, and 
to give to the thing an air of respectability. Theodore 
Roosevelt called it “race suicide.” Formerly its proponents 
called it ‘birth control’; but even that was a misnomer, for 
in reality it is birth prevention. Everybody knows that the 
advertising and recommending of mechanical and medical 
means to prevent conception will not result in “‘planned 
parenthood,” but nearly always in no parenthood; and that, 
moreover, these devices will be used to avoid the conse- 
quences of sin. 

Throughout the article it is simply taken for granted 
that the practice of birth prevention in this manner entails 
no moral guilt of any kind. There is not the slightest ref- 
erence to God. There is absolutely no question as to what 
He might think about it, or what He has commanded. It ts 
just assumed that science has invented a safe and easy 
method of attaining the end and that therefore it must be 
legitimate. Since when is science competent to decide what 
is right and what is wrong, what is sinful and what ts not? 
Science has also invented safe and easy means of killing, 
but that does not make it any the less murder. Until quite 
recently all who claimed to be Christians, and practically 
all non-Christians who believe in a personal God, looked 
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upon any such form of contraception as a grievous sin, as 
grave immorality. If it is not a sin, if we are free to do it, 
Christmas has no meaning — Christ was not God — and 
with the exception of the very few ways in which we have 
made progress through our own inventions and ingenuity, 
we are just where man was before Christ came. 

God, unfortunately, has been almost banished from the 
important affairs of human life. He was banished from 
government: men took it upon themselves to govern the 
world without Him — in their own way, and according to 
their own ideas; God and His law were no longer to have 
anything to do with the government of the world. They 
called it “separation of Church and State.” He was ban- 
ished from business, and so business could be conducted, 
and was conducted, on the principle that “Might makes 
right,’ or “Everyone for himself, and the devil take the 
hindmost.” There was every manner of injustice and op- 
pression. He was banished from education. It was done 
in the name of liberty of thought and the elimination of 
classes in a democracy. The result: God banished from the 
minds and hearts and lives of the great bulk of our people. 
He was banished from family life: marriage was but a civil 
contract — nothing sacred about marriage and nothing sin- 
ful about sexual relations outside of marriage, if you can 
keep it secret; one marriage in every six here in the United 
States legally dissolved. Science began to be worshiped 
instead of God; science would remedy everything and 
redeem the world. Very many discoveries and inventions of 
science are now being used to kill and destroy, and to bring 
greater and greater ruin upon the world. 
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Thanks be to God, we still have Christmas. Hundreds 
of millions of people throughout the world still believe in 
Christ as the true Son of God, in a sense that truly makes 
Him God, and tonight are gathered in their churches to 
profess their faith in the great reality. His birth is the 
turning point of human history. It is the transition from 
darkness to light. Christ still is, and will be, and must be, 
the Saviour of the world. 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men of good will.” Among men of good will. As it was 
then, so is it now: the blessing of Christ's coming is to men 
of good will. And if we only have that good will, we can 
have peace — peace with God, peace with ourselves, peace 
with the world. That you, and I, and all of us may have 
that peace, is my devout wish and my prayer for you tonight. 
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“Thou sayest it.” 
(Math:272,08) 


Ded Pecos 


“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; he 


who is unbelieving toward the Son shall not see life, 


but the wrath of God rests upon him.” (Jn. 3:36). 


HRISTMAS, my dear brethren, is a challenge to 

human pride, especially to intellectual or mental 
pride. Intellectual pride is one of the weak spots in our 
human nature. It was that to which Satan appealed in 
seducing Eve: ‘You shall not die the death. For God 
doth know that in what day soever you shall eat thereof, 
your eyes shall be opened: and you shall be as Gods, know- 
ing good and evil” (Gen. 3:4,5). “You shall be as Gods, 
knowing good and evil.” That is what seduced them. It 
was an appeal to their mental pride. 

It was especially mental pride, combined, however, in 
this case with ambition and selfishness, that made the 
leaders among the Jews reject Christ. Even before His true 
character was manifested; when they still had their own 
ideas about Him as a great conqueror who would free them 
from the Roman yoke and rule them in righteousness; when 
the Wise Men from the East announced His birth in 
Jerusalem — “‘all Jerusalem was troubled.” They did not 
want Him. They already set themselves in opposition to 
Him. Later, when He manifested Himself, it was chiefly 
the educated and those in high places, the “intelligentsia” 
who rejected Him, persecuted Him, and even sought His 
very life. It is hard to conceive of the hardness of heart and 
the wilful blindness of the Jews in their dealings with 
Christ. Take, for instance, the case related by three of 
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the Evangelists (Matt. 12:10-14; Mk. 3:1-5; Lk. 6:6-11). 
Christ had just worked a wonderful miracle before their 
very eyes. He instantly cured a man who had a withered 
hand. He had worked a number of other miracles which 
they had witnessed, or of which they had ample evidence — 
the miracle of Cana, where He had changed water into 
wine; the curing, also in Cana, of the son of the royal official 
who was at the point of death; the curing of the demoniac 
in Capharnaum; the curing of Peter’s mother-in-law; the 
cure of a leper. All these things they knew. They did not 
question or doubt the miracles. But far from being con- 
verted, as they should have been — and would have been 
if they had been honest — they “went out and took counsel 
against Him, how they might do away with Him.” This 
was their policy all during His public life. Added miracles 
and further proofs of His Divinity only made them more 
desperate and more determined to destroy Him. They saw 
in Him a rival to their own power and influence among the 
people; and above all, they were too mentally proud to 
accept and submit to His teaching. 

It was this same intellectual pride that kept most of the 
Jews and many pagans, especially the more learned pagans, 
from accepting Christianity after Christ’s death. To the 
Jews He was a “‘stumbling-block,” to the pagans ‘“‘foolish- 
ness.’ His teachings were not in accordance with their way 
of thinking, their worldly wisdom; and no matter how con- 
clusive the evidence, they would not believe. Many would 
not even give the matter serious thought. 

Human nature has not changed. The principal rejecters 
of Christ and Christianity today are the “intelligentsia” — 
the educated, the scientists, philosophers, professors in our 
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colleges and universities; those who ought to be leaders for 
good in this world and models of loyalty to truth. But they 
are mentally or intellectually proud. They cannot subject 
their minds to such mysteries as the Incarnation of the Son 
of God. No matter how clear the evidence, they will not 
believe. They will ignore the evidence or brush the whole 
matter aside as something unimportant or silly: to the Jews 
a “stumbling-block,” to the Gentiles “foolishness.” Or if 
they do give it thought, or consider the evidence (as some 
few have done), the minds of most are made up before- 
hand. They twist and distort to suit their own fancies and 
preconceived ideas. They are not honest with evidence con- 
cerning Christ and religion, as they are with evidence in 
other matters. They simply will not have it so. They will 
not submit their minds to God’s revealed truth. 

Christ Himself laid down the condition for Christian 
believing: “Whoever does not accept the kingdom of God 
as a little child, will not enter into it” (Lk. 18:17). This 
does not mean that they must abdicate their reason, or that 
they should not use their minds to best advantage: many 
of the greatest minds of all these two thousand years have 
believed in the Divinity of Christ and have accepted Chris- 
tianity. They will use their minds to find out whether or 
not God has spoken, to weigh the evidence, to understand 
as best they can the truth revealed, but will honestly want 
God’s truth; they will be willing to subject their minds and 
their lives to it. They will go to God as a child goes to its 
parents — not to argue, not to question, not to challenge, 
but to learn the truth from Him and His will in their regard. 
To the sophisticated, Bethlehem, Christmas, and all that it 
stands for, is a mental challenge. To the innocent and 
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docile of heart it is the greatest thing by far that ever took 
place in this universe. It is God’s greatest gift to man. It 1s 
indeed to them “life everlasting.” 

Of the Jews who refused to believe and accept Christ, 
He Himself said: “If I had not come and spoken to them, 
they would have no sin. But now they have no excuse for 
their sin....If I had not done among them works such as 
no one else has done, they would have no sin. But now 
they have seen, and have hated both Me and My Father” 
(Jn. 15:22-24). Those same Jews claimed that they be- 
lieved in the Father, that they were foremost in serving 
God. Yet Christ says that in rejecting Him, they “hated” 
both Him and the Father. 

So it is today. If Christ had not come, men might think, 
and believe, and do about as they please. But since He did 
come, and the evidence is ample for an honest and search- 
ing mind, they have for the most part no excuse for the sz 
of rejecting Him. By that rejection, no matter what pro- 
fessions they make, or how far they succeed in deceiving 
themselves, in reality they hate both Him and the Father. 

Once more, then, on this blessed night, let us give 
humble thanks to Almighty God for our Christian, Catholic 
faith. Let us renew our faith, especially in the Incarnation. 
Let us see in the Child of Bethlehem the Incarnate God, 
who deigned to come upon earth, and to accept our human 
nature, and to be our Saviour. And let us fervently thank 
Him for this almost unbelievable gift. 
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“I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (Jn. 14:6). 


HOUGH the intelligentsia and many others misled 

by them have rejected Christ all down the centuries, 

the great bulk of mankind is hungry for truth, justice and 
peace. 

For truth. The thousands of ideas and theories and plans 
that are advanced throughout the world to remedy our 
political, social, economic and spiritual evils, are proof 
enough that people are hungering for truth. People do not 
deliberately follow a known falsehood. Even when they 
accept a falsehood, they are persuaded that it is the truth. 
They want the truth. People today, with the exception per- 
haps of a few politicians and those who are willing to sacri- 
fice everything for their own selfish ends, want the true 
solution to our troubles. But unfortunately in the world 
today we have mental chaos. Perhaps never before has 
there been less clear thinking. People’s minds are muddled. 
They are groping in the dark. It is this experiment and that 
experiment. It is a case of the blind leading the blind, till 
they both fall into the pit. 

This muddled thinking is by no means confined to the 
so-called ignorant, the uneducated. It is perhaps even more 
characteristic of the learned. They have practically given 
up the very idea of being able to attain the truth about 
anything. With Pilate, they are again asking: “What 1s 
truth?” They deny, many of them, even the existence of 
truth. Everything is guesswork — mere theory — what 1s 
considered true today may be proved false on the morrow — 
we cannot be sure of anything. 
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Now Christ is the “way, and the truth, and the life.” 
He is the Son of God and God’s supreme revelation to us. 
If God Himself came here upon earth to teach us and to 
guide us, is it not utter foolishness on our part to ignore 
or reject Him, and to continue to grope in the darkness of 
our own unenlightened reason for guidance and the solu- 
tion of our problems? Yet that is exactly what we are doing. 
Oh, if on this blessed Christmas night, all the world ac- 
cepted Christ, accepted His teaching and guidance, and 
submitted itself wholly to Him, what enlightenment there 
would be, and how easily and quickly we would solve 
almost all our difficulties! Christ, and Christ alone, will 
satisfy our hunger for truth. 

_Then there is the hunger for justice. Christ is the “Sun 
of justice.” His teaching, as far as man has accepted and 
applied it, has brought to the earth more justice than all 
other things put together. His teaching concerning the dig- 
nity and individual worth of man, as the creature of God, 
made to His own image and likeness, endowed by His 
Creator with certain inalienable rights which no one may 
take from him, and his corresponding responsibilities, his 
destiny to be happy with God forever in heaven — this first 
gradually liberated the slave. Then it transformed the serf 
into the freeman. From His teaching sprang the principles 
of democracy — and there never has been, nor will there 
ever be, a democracy that is not built up on His principles. 
Reject Christ and His teaching concerning the rights and 
dignity of man, and you sound the deathknell of all liberty; 
you return to misery, persecution and destruction. 

The great fight for justice today is especially in the 
economic world. It concerns the proper relation between 
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capital and labor. Laws, and Commissions, and Boards, and 
the like are well and good. We must have them. But they 
of themselves will never solve the problem. The Sovereign 
Pontifts have repeatedly declared that the root of any solu- 
tion must be self-reform, the return to Christianity, and 
the application, in our relationships with our fellow men, 
of the principles taught by Christ. The employer and the 
employee alike must become imbued with Christian prin- 
ciples, and live by those principles. 

The employer must see in his workmen human beings, 
with their God-given human rights and responsibilities. 
Human labor must not be looked upon as a mere com- 
modity, to be bought in the cheapest market. The em- 
ployer is dealing with men: human interests must come 
before property interests — the welfare and happiness of 
men before profits. He must offer his men safe and proper 
working conditions; and he must pay them a just wage — 
that is, at least a living wage; and by a living wage we mean 
such recompense for service rendered as will enable a man 
and his family to live in frugal comfort and to make some 
provision against sickness and old age. To that much every 
laborer has a strict right. If any business cannot pay him 
such a living wage, it has no right to exist. If 1t can pay him 
a living wage and refuses, it is downright criminal. If a 
person earns more than a living wage, he is entitled to 
more. The employer must acknowledge the natural right 
of workers to organize for collective bargaining. There may 
possibly be objection to certain types of unionism, or to the 
way certain unions are conducted; but the employer 1s 
bound, because he is dealing with men, to acknowledge the 
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principle of unionism, and not to interfere with the promo- 
tion of legitimate unions. 

The worker, on his part, must also be imbued with 
Christian principles, and apply them. He must give an 
honest day’s work for an honest day’s pay. He must give 
the best that is in him. He must, to the best of his ability, 
fit himself for the work he proposes to do. He must really 
learn his trade or profession. He is not allowed, any more 
than the employer, to apply the principle that “Might makes 
right.” Whether alone or in a labor union, he must be 
just — just to his employer, to his fellow workers and to 
the public. He must employ the strike only as a last re- 
source, after all other means have failed. And even then 
he must use only just means to attain his purpose. 

I believe we are well on the way to a better understand- 
ing and relationship between capital and labor. I believe 
that both capital and labor are beginning to realize that 
their true interests are identical, and that they must work 
together in mutual co-operation and good will for the 
common good. We must be patient; it will take time. But 
let us be convinced that the true solution is self-reform and 
the building up of our lives on the principles of justice and 
charity given us by Christ. Only Christ can satisfy the hun- 
get of the world for justice. 

The world hungers for peace—oh, how the world 
hungers for peace! People are not at peace with themselves. 
They are not living in accordance with their own nature. 
Many of them look upon themselves as mere highly de- 
veloped animals, destined to live a miserable life here upon 
earth for a little while then cease to be forever. They must 
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stifle the higher aspirations of their very nature. They seek 
happiness in the gratification of ambitions and bodily appe- 
tites, which do not bring happiness. They are not at peace 
with God, for they either try not to believe in God, or are 
in rebellion against His teaching and His law. They are 
not at peace with their fellows. We still suffer the conse- 
quences of a terrible war. What almost unbelievable de- 
struction! What misery and despair among millions of inno- 
cent people whose only desire is to be left alone. But no, 
to satisfy the ambitions of greedy politicians and unprin- 
cipled rulers, they must suffer and die. It is very doubtful 
if any war is justifiable today, with all the misery and de- 
struction it entails, unless it be a strictly defensive war, 
and then only when all efforts to avoid the war have failed. 
The world is cursed with international wars, and strife and 
persecution within the nations. It hungers for peace; and 
only the God of peace can give it peace. Christ is the 
“Prince of peace.” The angels sang in the heavens: “On 
earth peace among men of good will.” Yes, it would be 
so easy to have peace if we only accepted our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, and applied in our lives His 
teaching. 

Oh, when will the world wake up? When will it lose 
its blindness? When will it acknowledge and accept its 
Saviour, born in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years ago? 

May the blessing of that Babe of Bethlehem be upon 
all of us tonight. May it be upon us, the Church, our Holy 
Father, all our bishops and priests, brothers and sisters, and 
upon all our people. And may this poor, blind, foolish 
world come to realize that Christ zs the ‘way, and the 
truth, and the life.” 
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“The third day He will rise again.” 
(Matt. 17:22) 


XNEES 


“He was in the world, and the world was made through 


Him, and the world knew Him not... . But to as many 
as received Him. He gave the power of becoming sons 


of God.” (Jn. 1:10, 12) 


HERE 1s only one God, the Lord and Creator of heaven 

and earth and all things. But while there is only one 

God, in one respect God is three, and the nearest idea we 

can form of this threeness in God is Personality; so we 
speak of it as three Persons in one God. 

The second Person of this Trinity in God, was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin Mary, 
and on that first great Christmas night, nearly two thousand 
years ago, was born into the world. He came into the world 
in the form of man, but even though in the form of man, 
and lying on straw in the manger, He was the Lord of all 
and the “world was made through Him.” “In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God; and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through Him....In Him was life, and 
the life was the light of men” (Jn. 1:2-4). Unfortunately 
for the world, the world then “knew Him not,” just as many 
in the world do not know Him today. “He came unto His 
own, and His own received Him not.” He was the “light,” 
but the light shone “in darkness’; He is the “light,” come 
into a dark, stubborn world indeed. But to those who 
receive Him He gives “the power of becoming sons of 


God.” 
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Christ was not a self-constituted saviour of the world 
such as proclaim themselves saviours of the world today — 
with poisoned gas, and bombs, and the roar of cannon, and 
the slaughter of men and innocent children and helpless 
women. He came not with tyranny and blasphemy, and the 
denial of all God-given human rights; not with fascism, 
or nazism or communism, or any form of totalitarianism. 
He came in the helplessness, and lowliness, and loveliness 
of a little Child. 

During the past few days I have been reading the book 
Sorrow Built a Bridge, by Katherine Burton. It is the story 
of Rose Hawthorne, or Mrs. George Lathrop, daughter of 
the noted novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne. Her whole life 
had been cast among the elite. She was herself well edu- 
cated, and a writer of considerable note, somewhat of a 
poetess, and an avid appreciater of art and of the finer 
things of life. Her associations were almost entirely with 
the literary world. After her conversion to the Catholic 
Church she devoted her life to the care of incurable cancer 
victims among the poor of New York City. She found that 
these wretched creatures were among the most abandoned 
and most miserable of all human beings. The regular hos- 
pitals would not take them because of the unbearable 
stench. Most hospitals, for other reasons, will not take 
incurables; they do not exist for that. For the victims of 
incurable cancer (and then all cancer was incurable) among 
the poor, there was only one of two things — to return to 
the dirty hovels and damp cellars from which they came, 
there to rot away in misery till death mercifully relieved 
them; or else (and that was deemed worse) to go to the 
almshouse on the Island. 
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She began her work in a rickety tenement in the worst 
slum in New York. At first she would go out to the patients, 
to clean them and dress their sores, and thus to give them a 
little comfort wherever they resided. Soon she began to 
take some of them into her own establishment, and this 
grew into the first cancer hospital. After twenty-five years 
she had a large and modern hospital, devoted entirely to 
the care of incurable cancer patients. 

To help her in her work and to perpetuate it she founded 
a community of Sisters, of which she herself became a mem- 
ber, and at the head of which she remained till she died 
only a few years ago. Moreover, she realized that this work, 
to be a success, had to be a work of love, founded upon 
religion, founded on the love of Jesus Christ Himself. 

This is only one out of many thousands of ways in which 
Christianity has ministered in love to suffering humanity. 
These works of love and of charity are Christianity’s chal- 
lenge to the world. With these we face the scoffing atheist, 
the cynic, the materialistic scientist, the godless politician, 
who would reform the world without God and without 
Christ. Let them show us their works of mercy and charity — 
their hospitals, their homes for orphans and for the aged 
poor, their leper asylums, their havens for incurable cancer 
victims, and all the rest. You will look for them in vain. 
They have, indeed, in more recent years, in imitation of the 
Church — sometimes in opposition to the Church — hardly 
ever with their own money, but with the taxes of the people, 
at the public expense, established state institutions to meet 
some of these needs. But even then there is a coldness and 
a heartlessness about the institutions which rather repel than 
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attract the patients. Love alone can make these institutions 
what they ought to be — love springing from and based 
upon the love of Christ, and the recognition of men, even 
the lowliest and most repulsive of them, as children of God: 
“As long as you did it for one of these, the least of My 
brethren, you did it for Me.” “But to as many as received 
Him He gave the power of becoming sons of God.” 

Once more, then, tonight let us renew our faith in 
Christ. Let us thank Him for the light and love He brought 
into the world. And let us pledge Him again the tribute of 
a truly Christian life. 


XVI 
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“So then the Lord, after He had spoken to them, was taken up 
into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God.” 
(Mk. 16:19) 


Poy lie: 


“Do not be afraid. for behold, I bring you good news 


of great joy which shall be to all the people; for today 
in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you, 


who is Christ the Lord.” (Lk. 2:10-11) 


¢ ODAY ...a Saviour has been born to you.” This 
Saviour is none other than the Incarnate Son of 
God. 

For centuries the world, especially the Jewish people, 
had been looking for a saviour. Man felt himself insufficient 
to meet the problems of life. Not only among the Jews, 
but among the pagans, there was a yearning for one who 
would deliver mankind from a mysterious bondage and 
usher in a golden age of peace, of prosperity and happiness. 

Christ and Christianity, in spite of almost insurmount- 
able obstacles, have indeed done much to reform the world. 
Immense changes for the better have taken place. Unfor- 
tunately, Christianity was to a great extent and in divers 
places only half-heartedly received and poorly practiced, 
or even rejected altogether. But even so, very much has 
been accomplished. 

About a hundred and fifty years ago a new movement 
was set on foot. Christianity as a reformer of the world 
was declared a failure and Christ a myth. All the past was 
brushed aside, and a new era was to be ushered in by a 
purely materialistic science, by reason or intellect alone as 
guide, and by a godless education. What the result has been 
we know all too well. 
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A wave of crime has swept over the world such as has 
not been since Christ came. Our prisons, which were to be 
emptied, have been multiplied and are filled to overflowing. 
Racketeering, kidnaping, lynchings are the order of the day. 
Government has become suspect. Even many courts are so 
corrupted that people have practically lost confidence in 
them. The family has been almost disrupted by easy divorce, 
by the loss of the Christian idea of the sanctity of marriage, 
and by birth control (now, to deceive the unwary and the 
ignorant, paraded as planned parenthood). Mere animal 
passion has been substituted for true love. Politics and 
government have become a mere scramble for power and 
personal aggrandizement, to the marked disregard of the 
public interest. Graft, especially in high places, has been 
reduced to a fine art. Business, having cast off the restraints 
imposed upon it by Christian justice and charity, has put 
ninety percent of the wealth of the world into the hands of 
and under the control of five percent of the population, 
while the great masses of our people lack even the ordinary 
necessities of life. And today we see round about us what 
the world has never witnessed before: the starvation of 
millions in the midst of plenty. What a millennium indeed 
materialistic, godless science has brought the world! And 
on the top of it all came the second World War, the most 
frightful and destructive the world has ever witnessed. 

How can people be so blind! It is difficult to see how, 
with their utter failure without God and Christ and Chris- 
tianity directly before them, they can still foolishly persist 
in their rejection, Although in the last few years there 
seems to have been a certain swing back to religion and to 
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God and the supernatural among the greater scientists and 
educators, they still babble about renovating and saving the 
world through their materialistic science and godless edu- 
cation. Christ and His revelation, His way of life, are 
scofted at and rejected. 

God never forces man to accept Him and His gifts. He 
created man as a free and intelligent being. He deals with 
him according to his nature. If his freedom and intelligence 
do not lead him to Christ, he must suffer the consequences. 

In the Gospel for the first Mass on Christmas we are 
told that the angels sang in the heavens: “Glory to God 
in the highest, and peace on earth among men of good will” 
(Lk. 2:14). The peace and happiness of Christmas are 
promised to men of good will. Many people, and espe- 
cially the enemies of Christ and Christianity, lack that good 
will. For the most part they have been positively dishonest 
with themselves, and with the evidence that exists so abun- 
dantly of the Divinity of Christ, and with everything con- 
nected with Him. Many are consciously dishonest. 

Take the example (and it is typical) of Zola, the noted 
French novelist. He was an avowed and blatant atheist, 
but took it upon himself to write a novel on Lourdes. His 
purpose was to cast doubt on or to disprove the miracles of 
Lourdes, and his theory was that the patients only imagined 
they were cured and most of them died with the same 
disease in a year or so. He spent two weeks at Lourdes and 
every opportunity was given him to study and observe. 
Two major miracles took place during his stay there, and 
he witnessed both. In his novel he described the miracles 
accurately; but in both instances he made the patient die 
within a year, while in reality they lived for many years 
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afterward — were living even when he wrote. It is stated, 
and I think quite reliably, that he went to one of them and 
offered her a large sum of money if she would just dis- 
appear. Later, when he was chided for his unfairness, he 
brazenly laughed it off with the assertion that he could 
make the characters in his novels die when he pleased. 
Literally millions of people who have read his novel have 
been misled by this deliberate and conscious dishonesty. 

More recently we had the case of the Russian politician, 
Litvinoff, who held the second highest place in the Russian 
government, and was sent here as a delegate for the purpose 
of persuading the President to recognize the government of 
Stalin. Among the conditions laid down by the President 
for recognition was the guarantee of freedom of religion. 
The President asked him point-blank whether Americans in 
Russia would have entire freedom of worship, especially 
whether they could have their own churches and conduct 
their services without hindrance. Litvinoff assured him 
that they would. But just as soon as he reached New York, 
on his way home, he publicly ridiculed religion. While in 
Italy, he denied that he had made any concessions at all in 
the matter of freedom of religion. We know now what 
kind of religious liberty the people of Russia have had and 
still have. Freedom of worship is pledged in Russia’s 
Constitution. But practically all churches were closed or 
diverted to other uses; nearly all the clergy were banished 
to Siberia or committed to internment camps; all private 
and religious schools were prohibited, and the properties 
confiscated; children were forced by law to attend the 
avowedly atheistic and formally anti-religious schools 
established by the government; parents were forbidden 
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under severe penalties from teaching their children re- 
ligion even in their homes until the children were eighteen 
years of age; and with this the government itself carried on 
a most intensive campaign against all religion. That is the 
religious freedom that exists in Russia. It was a delib- 
erate attempt to make the practice of religion impos- 
sible and eventually to wipe it out altogether. On one occa- 
sion when this great Communist leader was asked whether 
large numbers of people in Russia still attended church 
where the churches remained open to them, he declared 
that he did not know, and never had been in one of them. 
Here was a man, standing high in the government of an 
immense country, persecuting religion, and yet declaring 
he never entered a church, and virtually that he knew noth- 
ing about it. Here was no honesty, no sincerity, and certainly 
no good will. 

In Mexico we have had an almost similar situation. 
They hypocritically put a clause into their Constitution 
guaranteeing freedom of religion, then turned right around 
and passed laws and regulations that made the practice 
of religion, indeed the very existence of the Church, a vir- 
tual impossibility. And if you violated any of these vicious 
so-called laws and decrees, you were branded as disloyal 
and a traitor to the country —or, if you were a church- 
man, you were meddling in politics. There was no sin- 
cerity, no honesty, no good will. Lately, indeed, the laws 
have not been so strictly enforced and there is some degree 
of liberty; but the obnoxious laws are still on the statute 
books, and may again be put into force at a moment's 
notice. 
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Oh, what a light and what a blessing Christianity would 
be to the world if it were really seriously and honestly tried! 

“T bring you good news of great joy which shall be to all 
the people; for today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born to you, who is Christ the Lord.” There are many 
who have accepted Christ and Christianity and are sin- 
cerely trying to live up to their Christian religion; but there 
are too many who scoff at it, have never tried it, or know 
nothing about it. 
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‘And there appeared to them parted tongues as of fire, which 
settled upon each of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:3, 4) 


MTS 2. 


“Behold, I bring you good news of great joy.” 
(Lk. 2:10) 


HE time had come when the Saviour was to be born 

into the world. There was no room for Him in the 

inn. Joseph and Mary therefore sought refuge in a stable. 
His cradle was the manger; His bedding, straw. 

“And there were shepherds in the same district living 
in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by them and the 
glory of God shone round about them, and they feared 
exceedingly. And the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which shall 
be to all the people; for today in the town of David a 
Saviour has been born to you, who is Christ the Lord’ ” 
pekeoess11}, | 

“Behold, I bring you good news of great joy.” The 
Christian religion is essentially a religion of joy. There are 
those who think otherwise. There are those who look upon 
all religion as a thing of gloom — a something that weighs 
us down, cramps our minds, unduly restrains our natural 
inclinations and our bodily appetites, and curtails or de- 
stroys our liberty. 

It is true that religion has its grave side, just as life has 
its grave side. There is indeed in the Christian the battle 
against his lower self. There is the “‘crucifying of the flesh” 
and the “dying to self’ of which St. Paul speaks. There 
are very few of us, if any, who are not obliged to cast our- 
selves down before God in sorrow and repentance for sin 
committed. The Church even appoints certain seasons of 
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penance and prescribes various fastings and mottifications. 
But all this is to bring us to greater and deeper joy. Even 
in her times of deepest sadness the Church does not lose 
sight of the prevailing note of joy. In the midst of the 
seasons of Lent and of Advent she places her ‘‘Laetare” and 
“Gaudete” Sundays, times of joy. While contemplating in 
a special manner the mysteries of Calvary, she sings, in ref- 
erence to the sin of Adam: “‘O happy fault, that has merited 
such a Redeemer.” 

There have been false interpretations of the Christian 
spirit, even by some of those who claim to be Christians. 
On the one hand you have those who work themselves up 
to a wild ecstatic frenzy and go through antics that make 
religion ridiculous. On the other hand you have the 
Puritans, who would take practically all joy out of life, 
and who look upon amusement or enjoyment of any kind 
as contrary to the religion and spirit of Jesus Christ. 

The Church has ever held to the golden mean. While 
never losing sight of the things that naturally sadden, and 
should sadden, the human heart, she presents Christianity 
as essentially a religion of joy — not wild, frantic joy, but 
deep, measured, orderly joy. It was not without reason that 
God, through the angel, announced the coming of Christ 
as “good news of great joy.” 

And why should we not be joyful? The thought of the 
things that ought to make us joyful is simply overwhelming. 
There is, first of all, the solid foundation for all true joy 
in that which we celebrate tonight — the coming of the 
Saviour into the world. The Word, the eternal God of 
heaven, the second Person of the Trinity, has taken unto 
Himself our human nature: has become one of us. “God 
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has visited His people.” He has come to us in visible, 
bodily form. He has come to live our life, to teach us the 
way of salvation, to redeem us through His blood. 

God, in the Person of Christ, came to teach us. Now the 
little Sunday School girl who has a fair knowledge of her 
catechism knows more about things great and worthwhile 
than did all the philosophers of old. She knows more about 
God, our origin, the meaning of our life, our destiny. She 
knows more, immensely more, about God’s will in our 
regard and the principles of right living. 

We have our Christian civilization to which we owe 
about everything that is worthwhile in this world. We need 
but to think of life in China, or in Japan, or in the heart of 
Africa, or in the South Sea islands, to see what Christianity 
has done for the world. Our civilization is far from being 
perfect, but it is imperfect only in so far as it is not Christian. 
Whatever there is of good in it, whatever there is in it that 
works for real human happiness, we owe to the influence of 
the Christian religion. Perhaps we will learn in time that 
the world will be peaceful and happy and prosperous in 
proportion as it submits itself to the influence of Chris- 
tianity. Christ is the Saviour of the world, not only in a 
spiritual sense, but in a material sense as well. 

We have the peace and security that follows upon the 
certain possession of Ged’s truth. We are not groping in 
the dark. Christ came to be “the light of the world,” and we 
walk in the fulness of that light. 

Christ brought to earth the lesson of unselfishness. He 
taught man that “‘it is more blessed to give than to receive’; 
that living for self — for the gratification of our own pas- 
sions and for our own pleasures — is disappointing, un- 
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satisfying: true happiness is found in unselfish service. He 
brought to earth the doctrine of the Fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man; and His great commandment 
was the commandment of love. 

He gave us a religion, through which and in which we 
were properly to serve and worship Almighty God here 
upon earth, and work out our salvation. He gave us the 
sacraments as His great channels of grace to the soul. He 
gave us the Holy Eucharist, and through it the Mass, the 
most sublime act that takes place in all this universe, by 
means of which we are enabled to offer to God a worship 
of infinite value and such as is truly worthy of Him. 
Through it He dwells upon our altars night and day, and 
gives Himself entirely to us in Holy Communion: “He who 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood, abides in Me and I in 
him. As the living Father has sent Me, and as I live because 
of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because 
of Me” (Jn. 6:57-58). There could be no closer union be- 
tween the human soul and Christ in this life than that. 
Right here upon earth we begin to live that union with 
God which will be our beatitude throughout eternity. 

The Christian religion is our hope for the life to come: 
‘Eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the 
heart of man, what things God has prepared for those who 
love Him” (1 Cor. 2:9). Even death, which has brought 
so much sadness into the world, and which steals the honey 
from the comb of mere natural human happiness — even 
death has lost much of its sting; for if we live faithful to 
God, even death is only a transit to a far better life. 
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Why, then, should we not be happy? Why should we 
not rejoice? We should be (and I believe we are) the hap- 
piest people on earth. 

A poor old woman was visited by a social uplifter, who 
began to sympathize with her because of her poverty. She 
was poor in the things of this world. She lived in a hovel. 
She had hardly a decent crust of bread to eat. But she 
resented the intimation that she was poor. ‘Poor? Why,” 
she said, “I am immensely rich. I have the true faith. I 
have God, and the Church, and the sacraments. I have the 
assurance of heaven. I am infinitely rich.” So it was. 

Yes, we are infinitely rich. We have every reason to 
rejoice. Christ Himself bade us to rejoice: “These things 
I have spoken to you that My joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be made full” (Jn. 15:11). ‘Hitherto you 
have not asked anything in My name. Ask, and you shall 
receive, that your joy may be full” (Jn. 16:24). He bids us 
to rejoice even among our trials and sufferings: “Blessed 
are you when men reproach you, and persecute you, and, 
speaking falsely, say all manner of evil against you, for 
My sake. Rejoice and exult, because your reward is great 
in heaven” (Matt. 5:11-12). Christianity is essentially a 
religion of joy: “Behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy.” 
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